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Neskaic¢iuojant Vladislovo Vazos viesnagiy Vilniuje jaunystéje, per Smolensko
karine kampanijg 1609-1611 m., véliau, jau tapes Abiejy Tauty Respublikos valdovu,
per 15 valdymo mety Lietuvos sostinéje jis lankési dar $esis kartus: 1633, 1634, 1636,
1639, 1643-1644 ir 1648 metais'. Todél Lietuvos istoriografijoje neretai tvirtinama, jog
Vladislovas Vaza buvo vienintelis Abiejy Tauty Respublikos valdovas, kuris bent i§ da-
lies pakluso Lietuvos didiky ir bajory reikalavimams, kad bendras Lietuvos ir Lenkijos
valdovas kas trejus metus reziduoty Lietuvoje. Paskutinis jo rezidavimas Vilniuje yra
simbolinis, nes Zymi vieng iskiliausiy Lietuvos sostinés istorijos tasky. Po 1648 m. Vla-
dislovo Vazos vizito Abiejy Tauty Respublikos valdovai nustojo reziduoti Vilniuje ilges-
nj laikg ir apskritai ¢ia lankydavosi labai retai. 1655 m. prasidéjes karas su Maskva turéjo
skaudziy padariniy ir Vilniaus miesto raidai, ir valdovy rezidencijos istorijai.

Paskutiné Vladislovo Vazos kelioné buvo susijusi su geopolitinémis aplin-
kybémis. Neatsisakes pretenzijy j Svedijos kariing, Vladislovas Vaza nuolat ieskojo
sajungininky prie$ Svedija. Todél ilgg laikg tradiciniai Abiejy Tauty Respublikos s3-
jungininkai buvo su Svedija kariaujantys Habsburgai. 1637 m. $ie santykiai buvo su-
tvirtinti Vladislovo Vazos santuoka su Cecilija Renata Habsburgaite. Ta¢iau sgjunga
su Habsburgais nepadéjo Vladislovui jsitraukti { Europos politinj gyvenimga, tapti
Trisdesimties mety kare dalyvaujanciy $aliy tarpininku ir sustiprinti autoriteto. Po
faktisko Habsburgy priesininkés Pranciizijos vadovo kardinolo Riseljé (Richelieu)
mirties 1642 m. (o po mety - ir Prancuzijos karaliaus Liudviko XIIT mirties) pa-
mazu mezgesi glaudesni Abiejy Tauty Respublikos rysiai su Pranctzija. Santykius
su Prancizija dar labiau sutvirtino antroji Vladislovo Vazos santuoka 1646 m. su
Pranciizijos kunigaikstyte Marija Liudvika Gonzaga de Nevers. Sios vedybos buvo
svarstomos jau 1634 m., bet tada karalius pasirinko politinés sgjungininkés Aus-

trijos princese Cecilija Renatg - ji ir tapo jo pirmaja Zzmona®. Naujus santykius su

1 Ragauskiené R. ,Lietuvos valdovy vilnietiski itinerariumai, in: Vilniaus Zemutiné pilis XIV a.-XIX a. pradZioje. 2002-2004 m.
istoriniy Saltiny paieskos, sud. R. Ragauskiené, Vilnius, 2006, p. 313-314.

2 I8samiau zr.: Wisner H. Wiadystaw IV Waza, Wroctaw, Warszawa, Krakow, 1995, s. 93, 100; idem, ,,Dyplomacja polska w latach
1572-1648% in: Historia dyplomacji polskiej, t. 2: 1572-1795, red. Z. Wéjcik, Warszawa, 1982, s. 94; Kiaupa Z., Kiaupiené J.,
Kuncevicius A. Lietuvos istorija iki 1795 mety, Vilnius, 1995, p. 351.
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Pranciizija dar labiau sutvirtinti turéjo Vladislovui Vazai per Pranciizijos pasiuntinj
jteiktas Sventosios Dvasios ordinas.

Pasak dalies istoriky, pasitares su senatoriais ir nenorédamas supykdyti Pranca-
zijos karalystés prieSininky Habsburgy, Vladislovas Vaza nusprendé iskilmingai priimti
Pranciizijos karaliaus apdovanojima toliau nuo Sventosios Romos imperijos sieny, todél
$iam jo sumanymui puikiai tiko Lietuvos sostiné®. Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés
kancleris Albrechtas Stanislovas Radvila savo memuaruose pasakoja, kad jau véliau, Gar-
dine gaves audiencija, valdovo klauses dél apsisprendimo priimti Prancazijos apdovano-
jima: ar nesusivaidys avinélis (tai yra i§ Habsburgy gauto Aukso Vilnos ordino simbolis)
su balandZiu (tai yra Sventosios Dvasios ordino simboliu)?* Pagal pirminj susitarima
Prancuzijos pasiuntinys turéjo i$vykti i Lietuvg po 1647 m. Kalédy, bet jo iSvyka uz-
truko, be to, dél sveikatos problemy ir pats Vladislovas Vaza vis atidéliojo savo kelione
j Lietuva. Valdovo dvariskis Mykolas Megertas (Michat Megert) aiskino, kad Vladislovo
Vazos sveikata pablogéjo po kelionés i$ Prisijos, ir ,,su Dievo malone“ dvariskiai tikisi,
jog valdovas ,,po keliy dieny desine ranka galés pasirasyti [dokumentus]“ I§ pradziy kal-
béta, kad karalius su karaliene j Lietuva vyks po Trijy Karaliy (sausio 6 d.), véliau - sausio
23 d., galop - po Grabny¢iy (vasario 2 d.), ir pridaré, kad ,,dabar apie Tris Karalius net
pamir$o . Atvejy, kai Vladislovas Vaza dél sveikatos problemy ir patartas gydytojy neat-
vykdavo laiku arba visai neatvykdavo i Vilniy, pasitaikydavo ir ankséiau.

3 Plg. Czaplinski W. Wladystaw IV i jego czasy, Krakéw, 2008, s. 308. Tuo abejoti vercia vélesni jvykiai. Nesulaukes Prancazijos
pasiuntinio Vilniuje laiku, Vladislovas Vaza ruosési vykti i Varuva ir laukti jo Lenkijos sostinéje.

4 Radziwilt A. S. Pamietnik o dziejach w Polsce, t. 3, przekl. i oprac. A. Przybos, R. Zelewski, Warszawa, 1980, s. 68.

5  1647-12-19, Mykolas Megertas M. Potockiui (?), in: Biblioteka Jagielloniska w Krakowie (toliau - BJ), b. 49, 1. 214a-215.
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Kelioné j Vilniy

I$ Prusijos griZes j VarSuva, apie savo kelionés j Vilniy planus valdovas visy pirma
informavo Lietuvos didikus, atsakingus uz tvarka Lietuvos sostinéje. 1647 m. lapkric¢io 22 d.
Vladislovas Vaza kreipési j Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés didjjj mar$alka Aleksandra
Liudvikg Radvilg ir nurodé jam pasirapinti Prancazijos pasiuntinio priémimu bei priziare-
ti, kad Vilniaus vyskupas Abraomas Vaina, Polocko vaivada Jonusas Kiska arba Zemaitijos
senitinas ir Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés lauko etmonas Jonusas Radvila su savo dva-
rais neuzimty uZsienio pasiuntiniui ir jo svitai apsistoti numatytos vietos. Valdovas nurodé,
kad sve¢iams apgyvendinti Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés marsalkos paskirtas parei-
glnas pasirtpinty, kad Salia Prancizijos pasiuntinio rezidencijos buty skirta gyvenamy-
ju viety jo svitai, ,kad ir smulkiausi tarnai jsikurty prie [savo] pony“ bei uztikrinty svecio
saugumg ir ramybe®. Aleksandras Liudvikas Radvila buvo patekes j valdovo nemalone¢’, bet
ne dél $iy priezas¢iy. Trok§damas kuo geriau pasirengti priémimui, Vladislovas Vaza nu-
sprendé j Lietuvg pasiysti kamarininkg Jurgj Kazimiera Lokickj (Jerzy Kazimierz Lokicki)
ir jam pavedé surasyti namus Lietuvos Didziojoje Kunigaikstystéje karaliaus dvaro vizitui.
Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés marsalkai nurodé jam netrukdyti ir suteikti pagalba®.

6 1647-11-22, Var$uva, Vladislovas Vaza Aleksandrui Liudvikui Radvilai, in: Archiwum Gléwne Akt Dawnych w Warszawie
(toliau - AGAD), Archiwum Radziwiltéw (toliau - AR), dz. III, mf. 84344, 1. 15.

7 Inemalone Aleksandras Liudvikas Radvila pateko 1646 m., kai atvirai pakalbéjo prie$ valdovo sumanytg karo su Turkija idéja,
ir. Jaroszuk J. ,Radziwilt Aleksander Ludwik (1594-1654)", in: Polski stownik biograficzny, t. 30, Wroclaw, Warszawa, Krakéw,
Gdansk, 1987, s. 153. Vladislovo Vazos palankumo Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés marsalkai atgauti taip ir nepavyko,
todél jis stengesi laikytis atokiau, bet pareigas éjo.

8 1647-11-27, Var$uva, Vladislovas Vaza Aleksandrui Liudvikui Radvilai, in: AGAD, AR, dz. III, mf. 84344,1.17.
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Valdovo dvarigkis Aleksandrui Liudvikui Radvilai jau buvo zinomas. 1646 m. uz nuopelnus
tarnyboje Vladislovas Vaza jam suteiké 12 valaky zemés Alytaus ekonomijoje’, kuri buvo
iSnuomota Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés marsalkai'. Prie$ pat kelione j Lietuva val-
dovas dar kartg kreipési j Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés marsalka ir nurodé perduoti
Jurgiui Kazimierui Lokickiui sarasus namy, kuriuose numatytos vietos jo dvarui, bei pagei-
davo, kad Stikliy gatvé, kaip jprasta, buty skirta atvykstantiems muzikantams''.

Vladislovas Vaza kreipési ir j Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés pakanclerj Ka-
zimierg Leong Sapiega bei informavo apie savo pasiryzima vykti i Vilniy: ,Nusprendéme
kitais metais, duos Dievas, vykti i§ ¢ia j Vilniy priimti Prancizijos pasiuntinio, kuris su
dideliu ir nejprastu pusés $imto zmoniy [skai¢iumi] vyksta j Misy Dvara. Nutaréme, kad
svarbu Jus apie tai informuoti ir liepti Jums pasirtpinti, kad kai bus laikas tokiai svarbiai
progai [paminéti] — surengtuméte mums jprastg Svente ir [taip] pasitarnautumeéte savo, vi-
sos tautos ir Masy garbei.“'? Valdova su Lietuvos didikais siejo ne tik valstybiniai reikalai,
bet ir pomégis — muzika. Vladislovas Vaza anks¢iau jy buvo prases atsiysti muzikanty' ir

9  1646-10-20, Var$uva, Vladislovas Vaza Aleksandrui Liudvikui Radvilai, in: Biblioteka Ksigzat Czartoryskich w Krakowie
(toliau - BCz), b. 140 IV, 1. 327.

10  Tyla A. Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés izdas. XVI amZiaus antroji pusé-XVII amZiaus vidurys, Vilnius, 2012, p. 179-180.

11 1648-01-31, Var$uva, Vladislovas Vaza Aleksandrui Liudvikui Radvilai, in: BCz, b. 142, 1. 37.

12 1647-11-27, Var$uva, Vladislovas Vaza Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai, in: Biblioteka Naukowa Polskiej Akademii Umiejetnosci i
Polskiej Akademii Nauk w Krakowie (toliau — Biblioteka Naukowa PAU i PAN), b. 349, 1. 17.

13 Artéjant Vladislovo Vazos ir Marijos Liudvikos tuoktuvéms, valdovas prasé Aleksandro Liudviko Radvilos j Var$uva pas
kapelmeisterj atsiysti muzikanty ir dainininky, kad jie galéty su kitais repetuoti; 1645-09-14, Gardinas, Vladislovas Vaza
Aleksandrui Liudvikui Radvilai, in: BCz, b. 139 IV, 1. 419. Vis délto, kadangi Aleksandro Liudviko Radvilos dainininkai j
Var$uva atvyko per vélai, o jy partijos buvo iSdalytos kitiems atlikéjams, valdovo sprendimu jie buvo i$siysti atgal; 1646-01-08,
Var$uva, Vladislovas Vaza Aleksandrui Liudvikui Radvilai, in: BCz, b. 140 IV, 1. 7.
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Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés pakancleris
Kazimieras Leonas Sapiega (1609-1656),

XVII a.

Deputy Chancellor of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania Kazimierz Lew Sapieha (1609-1656),
18th c.

LDM

kariniy partitary'. Su valdovo atvykimu pradéta ruostis vaidinimams sostinéje. Sveciy ir
savo patogumui Vladislovas Vaza i§ VarSuvos pilies issiunté baldy, o numatytiems vaidi-
nimams Vilniuje - ir teatro jrenginiy".

Tik po ménesio Vladislovas Vaza iSsikvieté savo gydytoja Motiejy Vorbeka-Letova (Ma-
ciej Vorbek-Lettow), o gruodzio 28 d. jam surasé instrukcijg, kaip pasirapinti Prancizijos pa-
siuntinio priémimu Vilniuje. Pasiruo$imo darbams nuspresta skirti 50 takst. auksiny. Kadangi
dvariskiui buvo duota tik dalis sumos (20 takst. auksiny), kitus pinigus jam pazadéta atsiysti, o
pasiekus Garding dél pagalbos pasitinkant svecius, vykstancius j Vilniy, nurodyta kreiptis j Lie-
tuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés paizdininka Gedeona Mykolg Trizna. Jam reikéjo perduoti,
kad pasirapinty, kad per Prancizijos pasiuntinio ir jo svitos kelione sve¢iams nieko netrakty.
Nurodyta patj pasiuntinj vai$inti i$skirtiniais valgiais, pasirapinti, kad ant jo stalo buty tiekia-
mas Genujos pastetas, SvieZi vaisiai ir daug citriny, taip pat Reino ir pranciziskas vynas. Vilniu-
je Motiejus Vorbekas-Letovas turéjo sustiprinti pilies sargyba, vaidinimams paruosti sceng ir
pasirtpinti maisto, vyno, alaus bei midaus atsargomis. Gaves nurodymus, Motiejus Vorbekas-
Letovas i$vyko i§ Varsuvos gruodzio 30 d., o Vilniy pasieké sausio 8 d. ir, kaip aiskino, vasarj jau
buvo pasirenges valdovo atvykimui bei laukiamy sveciy iskilmingam priémimui'.

14  Turédamas ziniy, kad Kazimiero Leono Sapiegos bibliotekoje yra Kalimacho operos partijos, Vladislovas Vaza prasé jas atsiysti
arba leisti perrasyti nusiystam radtininkui; 1640-07-10, Vladislovas Vaza Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai, in: Biblioteka Naukowa
PAU i PAN, b. 348, 1. 59.

15 ZukowskiJ. ,,Arte et Marte. Wiletiskie bramy triumfalne Wladystawa IV, in: Chronicon palatii Magnorum Ducum Lithuaniae,
vol. 2: MMXI, comparavit G. Striska, Vilnae, MMXII, p. 266.

16  Vorbek-Lettow M. Skarbnica pamieci. Pamigtnik lekarza kréla Wladystawa IV, Wroctaw, 2006, s. 166-174.
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Tacjau paties Vladislovo Vazos suplanuota iSvyka j Vilniy uZsitesé. Tik vasario pra-
dzioje su karaliene jis i$vyko i§ VarSuvos, o ménesio antroje puséje pasieké Garding. Dar ba-
damas VarSuvoje (vasario 3 d.) valdovas rasé Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés pakancle-
riui Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai, kad nors ir nepakeité savo sprendimo vykti j Vilniy, ta¢iau,
»pablogéjus Miisy sveikatai, taip pat atsizvelgiant j tai, kad nustatéme laikg ir vietg teismams
Gardine, kur bus sprendziami Priisijos reikalai. Taigi dél $iy priezas¢iy, kaip ir dél negeréjan-
¢ios Musy sveikatos, nusprendéme Gardine pasilinksminti, kur laimingai reziduodami va-
dovausime teismams. Tik véliau, Dievui leidus, prie$ Velykas nusprendéme atvykti j Vilniy.
Vladislovas Vaza ragino pakanclerj nelaukti, kol jis pats pasieks Vilniy, prasé atvykti j Gar-
ding susitikti ir prisistatyti jo Zmonai Marijai Liudvikai". Valdovo kvietimg atvykti j Gardina
gavo ir Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés kancleris Albrechtas Stanislovas Radvila.

Gardine susispaudusiam valdovo dvarui buvo anksta. Nepasitenkinimo gyvenama-
ja vieta neslépé ir karaliskosios giminés atstovai, o tai buvo priezastis sialyti Vladislovui Va-
zai persikelti j Vilniy. Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés kancleris Albrechtas Stanislovas
Radvila savo atsiminimuose pasakoja, kad j tokj pasitilyma (matyt, i§ baimés dél sveikatos)
karalius sureagavo nepalankiai, kalbéjo apie blogas pranasystes, prisiminé Vilniuje miru-
sig pirmaja Zzmong'®. Pastargjj kartg jam bunant Vilniuje, 1644 m., su juo atvykusi pirmoji
zmona karaliené Cecilija Renata stebéjo mesky pjudyma $unimis ir buvo suzalota lokio, kai
noréjo pati apzitréti vieng jy, nulindusj j kampa. Po devyniy dieny, anks¢iau laiko pagim-
dziusi negyva kiadikj, karaliené miré'®. Pasak Albrechto Stanislovo Radvilos, prisiminimai,
baimé dél sveikatos ir dar visai neseniai mires mazametis sinus Kazimieras buvo tam tikra
nuojauta, vertusi valdova suabejoti dél galutinio kelionés tikslo®. Bet nereikia pamirsti fak-
to, kad Albrechto Stanislovo Radvilos rasytinj palikimg sudaro ne tik uzfiksuoti kasdieniai
jvykiai, bet ir atsiminimy fragmentai. Jie galéjo buti papildyti véliau, jau Zinant tolesniy
jvykiy eigg ir norint suteikti pasakojimui didaktine prasme.

Neéra aisku, ar oro salygos galéjo turéti bent kiek jtakos valdovo apsisprendimui. Al-
brechtas Stanislovas Radvila mini, kad 1648 m. Ziema buvo ypac $alta, dél atlydZio ir staigaus
at$alimo keliai buvo sunkiai pravaziuojami®. O Motiejus Vorbekas-Letovas rasé, kad sniegas
Lietuvoje issilaikeé iki balandZio 5 d. ir kelias j Vilniy rogémis buvo labai geras®. Po uzsitesu-
sios Ziemos, matyt, greitai at$ilo ir suzydéjo gélés®. Vladislovas Vaza uzsibuvo Gardine iki
kovo 6 d. ir tik tada iSvyko i Vilniy. Nors valdovas zadéjo Gardine pirmininkauti Prisijos

teismams, nusprendes i$vykti j Lietuvos sostine, j ja perkélé ir visus suplanuotus teismus.

17 1648-02-02, VarSuva, Vladislovas Vaza Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai, in: Biblioteka Naukowa PAU i PAN, b. 349, 1. 29.

18 Radziwill A. S. Pamigtnik, t. 3, s. 66-67.

19 Radziwilt A. S. Pamietnik, t. 2, s. 397-399.

20 Radziwilt A. S. Pamietnik, t. 3, s. 68.

21  Ibid., s. 65-66.

22 Vorbek-Lettow M. Skarbnica pamieci, s. 174, 176.

23, Lukiskiy pavasaris Sviesiausiyjy Didenybiy atvykimo proga suzydéjes... Vladislovui IV ir Liudvikai Marijai, in: Kalby
varzybos. Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés valdovy ir didiky sveikinimai, parengé E. Ul¢inaité, Vilnius, 2010, p. 243.
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Vilniuje

Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés didikai isskubéjo i§ Gardino j Vilniy likus
dviem dienoms iki Vladislovo Vazos suplanuotos i$vykos, nes ketino deramai sutikti val-
dova. Taciau kovo 10 d., vengdamas oficialaus sutikimo priesais miesta, karalius su ka-
raliene jvaziavo i Vilniy, o pasveikinti norinc¢ius didikus rimuose priémé tik kitg dieng.
I8klauses sveikinimo kalby ir priesaiky, Vladislovas Vaza nuéjo j Sv. Kazimiero koply¢ia.
Po dviejy dieny (kovo 13 d.) tyliai iSvyko j Ridninkus ir pranes$é, kad j Vilniy i Traky gri$
kovo 19 d., bei dar kartg nukélé jau Gardine perkelty (j kovo 14 d.) Prisijos teismy darbg®.
Vladislovas Vaza planus nuolat kaitaliojo, bet kovo 19 d. jo paties suplanuotas $ventinis
jvaziavimas j Vilniy jvyko. Jis buvo nukeltas devyniomis dienomis, nes noréta kuo geriau
pasirengti®. Pasak Albrechto Stanislovo Radvilos, iskilmingas valdovo sutikimas pranoko
Krokuvoje rengtus tokius renginius nuo karalienés Marijos Liudvikos kartinavimo®.

Kovo 23 d. Vladislovas Vaza pradéjo spresti Priisijos teismy reikalus ir galop juos perkélé
j Var$uva. Balandzio pradzioje leido suSaukti Lietuvos Vyriausigjj Tribunola, darbg jis pradéjo
balandzio 27 dieng. Vyriausiojo Tribunolo mar$alka isrinktas lauko etmonas Jonusas Radvila
kreipési j karaliy iskilminga kalba ir pakvieté pas save j svecius, dovanojo araby ristiing, o kara-
lienei - $esis turkiskus kinkomuosius zirgus. Visuomenés démesio centre buvo atsidiire Jonuso
Radvilos kivircai su Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés pakancleriu Kazimieru Leonu Sapiega
bei Vilniaus vyskupu Abraomu Vaina. Isiki$us valdovui ir didikus paraginus tarpininkauti, nesu-
tarimai buvo i$spresti¥’. Vladislovo Vazos rezidavimo laikotarpiu tradiciskai bata tvarkos pazei-
dimy. Jsimintiniausia sukélé jo dvariskiai. Kaip ir anks¢iau, valdovas nusprendé savo pavaldinius
ne perduoti Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés didziojo marsalkos teismui, bet teisti pats®.

Didjji penktadienj ir Velyky dienomis valdovas dalyvavo visose baznytinése
ceremonijose. Kol jis buvo uzsiémes valstybiniais reikalais, karaliené Marija Liudvika
lanké visy kriks¢ionisky konfesijy Vilniaus bazny¢ias. Pirma ketvirtadienj po Velyky
(balandzio 16 d.) Vilniaus pilyje buvo suvaidinta opera - recitatyviné komedija Circe
delusa (liet. ,, Apviltoji Kirké), balandzio 25 d. ji buvo pakartota®.

24 Radziwill A. S. Pamigtnik, t. 3, s. 69-70.

25  Sventinis Vladislovo Vazos jvaziavimas i Vilniy i$samiai aprasytas Zukowski J. , Arte et Marte®, p. 266-269.

26  Radziwill A. S. Pamigtnik, t. 3, s. 70.

27 Valdovas stengési sutaikyti dél i§ Dorohostaiskiy paveldimy valdy susivaidijusius Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés pakanclerj
Kazimierg Leong Sapiega ir lauko etmong Jonusa Radvilg. Valdovui pavyko kuriam laikui jtampa su$velninti, bet nesutarimai
iliko, todél jo nurodymu tarpininkauti émési Lietuvos didikai. Galop, jau valdovui i§vykus i§ Vilniaus, Kazimieras Leonas
Sapiega su Jonu$u Radvila susitaiké; Rachuba A. ,Kazimierz Leon Sapieha (1609-1656) in: Polski stownik biograficzny, t. 35,
Warszawa, Krakow, 1994, s. 33; 1648-01-01, J. Radvila, K. Chodkevicius, J. Hlebavi¢ius Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai, in: AGAD,
AR, dz. V, b. 69907, . 12. Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés lauko etmonas buvo susivaidijes ir su Vilniaus vyskupu Abraomu
Vaina dél i$vartyty kryziy jo valdose Svédasuose. Cia taip pat prireiké valdovo isikisimo. Konfliktas buvo issprestas, kai Jonusas
Radvila pazadéjo skirti 6 tikst. auksiny Svédasy baznycios statybai ir leido organizuoti kasmetes kataliky Dievo Kino procesijas
Keédainiuose; Wasilewski T. ,,Radziwill Janusz h. Traby (1612-1655), in: Polski stownik biograficzny, t. 30, Wroctaw, 1987, s. 210.

28 Radziwill A. S. Pamigtnik, t. 3, s. 70; Vladislovas Vaza dar 1644 m. i$rei$ké norg, kad atsiradus pazeidimy jo dvarigkiai buty
teisiami jo paties; 1644-03-09, Radninkai, Vladislovas Vaza Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai, in: BCz, b. 139 IV, 1. 37-38.

29  Trilupaitiené J. ,Dramma per musica XVII a. pirmosios pusés Vilniuje®, in: Opera Lietuvos didZiyjy kunigaiks¢iy rimuose,
sud. J. Trilupaitiené, Vilnius, 2010, p. 52-53; Radziwitt A. S. Pamigtnik, t. 3, s. 72-73.
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Antroji Vladislovo Vazos zmona

Marija Liudvika Gonzaga de Nevers (1611-1667),
Sarlis Bobrenas (Charles Beaubrun), 1668
Ladislaus Vasa’s second wife

Marie Louise Gonzaga de Nevers (1611-1667),
Charles Beaubrun, 1668

ZKW-PZS

Ne visi svarbiausi jvykiai aprasyti Albrechto Stanislovo Radvilos dienorastyje. Ne
be priezasties dar 1647 m. lapkritj prie§ iSvykdamas pats valdovas j Lietuva iSsiunté
dvaro pareigiing Jurgj Kazimierg Lokickj sutvarkyti dvaro apgyvendinimo reikaly. Dar
1633 m., prie§ atvykdamas i Vilniy, Vladislovas Vaza i§siunté jgaliotinj bajora Jong Bo-
jarkova (Jan Bojarkow), kuris turéjo skirti vietas dvarui jsikurti, o Lietuvos DidZiosios
Kunigaikstystés marsalkai Jonui Stanislovui Sapiegai uzdraudé kistis ir paaiskino, kad
marsalkos teis¢ apgyvendinti didikus ir bajorus turi tik vykstant Seimui. 1641 m. rugsé-
jo 28 d. Vladislovas Vaza nurodé Vilniaus magistratui su karaliaus komisarais parengti
ir valdovo dvaro, ir Vyriausiojo Tribunolo deputaty apgyvendinimo tvarka. 1645 m.
karaliaus komisarai su Vilniaus magistrato nariais miesta suskirsté j tris dalis — kvartaly
grupes, kad suvaziave Vyriausiojo Tribunolo pareigiinai ir su karaliaus dvaru j miestg
atvyke didikai apsistoty pas tuos pacius miesto gyventojus ne kasmet, bet kas treji metai.
Nuo $iol didikai galéjo uzimti tik puse miestie¢io gyvenamojo namo, o antrg puse pri-
valéjo palikti savininkui. Visas $ias nuostatas 1648 m. kovo 16 d. patvirtino Vladislovas
Vaza® - taip baigé komisary ir magistrato darbg. Sios nustatytos tvarkos Vilniuje buvo
laikomasi iki XVIII a. pabaigos.

Vladislovo Vazos vie$Snage Lietuvos sostinéje uzbaigé Zinios apie kylancius nera-
mumus pietrytinéje Lenkijos Karalystés dalyje®, taip pat Zinia, kad Prancazijos pasiun-
tinys nustatytu laiku neatvyks j Vilniy. Tai suzinojes, Vladislovas Vaza visus sve¢iams

sutikti sukauptus maisto produktus, kurie gerai i§silaiké dél Saltos Ziemos, taip pat vyna,

30 Glemza L. ,Vilniaus miesto ir pilies rysiai XVI-XVIII amziuje", in: Vilniaus Zemutiné pilis XIV a.-XIX a. pradZioje. 2005-2006 m.
tyrimai, sud. L. Glemza, Vilnius, 2007, p. 69-70.
31 1648-03-?2, A. Kisielis Vladislovui Vazai, in: BJ, b. 49, 1. 246-247.
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midy ir aly, jsaké parduoti. Pasak dvariskio, tai padaryti pavyko®. Matyt, sékmés prie-
Zastis buvo i$augusios maisto produkty kainos valdovui su dvaru atvykus j miesta, ir
tai buvo jprasta problema, fiksuota $altiniuose jau nuo XVI amziaus®. Albrechtas Sta-
nislovas Radvila paminéjo, kad dél j miestg suvezty maisto produkty gausos marsalkos
surengé slaptg pasitarimg ir net grasino ieskosig teisybés Seime*. Nors dosniai atsily-
gindamas uz darba Motiejui Vorbekui-Letovui valdovas atidavé 400 auksiny sumg, vir-
$ijancig iSlaidas uz maistg, sékmingai pardavus sukauptus produktus, Vilniuje valdovui
tritko 1éSy dvariskiy algoms. I§ pradziy jis kreipési j Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés
mars$alka Aleksandrg Liudvika Radvilg®, véliau - ir j Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaiks-
tystés paizdininkg Gedeong Mykolg Trizng. Reikalavo iki Sv. Jono (birzelio 24 d.) i§
Siauliy ir Alytaus ekonomijy pajamy sumokéti algas su juo atvykusiam dvarui®. Bet
tai valdovui nesutrukdé Sv. Kazimiero koply¢iai skirti 15 tiikst. auksiny®. Sig sumg jis
pasiskolino, nes véliau ji buvo paminéta tarp kity pomirtiniy Vladislovo Vazos skoly*.

Mirtis Merkinéje

Balandzio 30 d., palikes Vilniuje susirgusia karaliene Marijg Liudvika, Vladislovas
Vaza i$vyko i§ Vilniaus (pro Trakus ir Daugus®) ir geguzés 4 d. pasieké Merkine. Cia ji
iskilmingai sutiko bajorai. Merkinés miskai buvo mégstama Lietuvos ir Lenkijos valdovy
medzioklés vieta. Vis délto staigi kelioné j{ Merking galéjo biti susijusi ir su valdovo as-
meniniu gyvenimu. 1634 m. Vladislovas Vaza susipazino su Lvovo miestiete Jadvyga Lus-
kovska (Jadwiga Luszkowska) - ji tapo valdovo meiluze. Jy santykiai buvo gerai zinomi ir
uz dvaro riby*. Po valdovo vestuviy su Cecilija Renata Jadvyga buvo paskubomis iStekinta
uz dvariskio Jono Vypyskio (Jan Wypyski). Valdovo favorités kraic¢iu tapo jos vyrui val-
dovo suteikta Merkinés senitinija*'. Kaip pasakoja Albrechtas Stanislovas Radvila, véliau
Cecilijai Renatai vyro favorité net vaidendavosi*2. Bet kuriuo atveju, budamas Lietuvoje
valdovas nepraleisdavo progos apsilankyti Merkinéje. Cia uzsibuvo 1639 m. geguze-bir-

zelj. Takart ji sulaikeé liga, o 1644 m., nepraéjus né savaitei nuo staigios zmonos Cecilijos

32 Vorbek-Lettow M. Skarbnica pamigci, s. 176.

33 Kainy kilimo problemos buvo paliestos ir 1646 m. Vilniaus seimelyje; 1646-09-13, Vilniaus seimelio instrukcija pasiuntiniams
i seimg, in: BCz, b. 140 IV, 1. 233.

34 Radziwilt A. S. Pamigtnik, t. 3, s. 71.

35 1648-04-04, Vilnius, Vladislovas Vaza Aleksandrui Liudvikui Radvilai, in: BCz, b. 142, 1. 51.

36 1648-04-16, Gedeonas Mykolas Trizna Aleksandrui Liudvikui Radvilai, in: AGAD, AR, dz. V, b. 16464, 1. 53. Algos valdovo
muzikantams i§ Siauliy ir Alytaus ekonomijy pajamy nebuvo sumokétos iki liepos; 1648-07-08, Var$uva, Gedeonas Mykolas
Trizna Aleksandrui Liudvikui Radvilai, in: ibid., 1. 58.

37 Pinigai Vilniaus kapitulai buvo paskirti geguzés 2 d. (laukta, kol juos atves i§ Gardino), o perduoti jau mirus valdovui geguzés
30 d.; Kosciét zamkowy, czyli Katedra wileriska. W jej dziejowym, liturgicznym, architektonicznym i ekonomicznym rozwoju,
t. 3: Streszczenie aktéw kapituly wileriskiej, oprac. J. Kurczewski, Wilno, 1916, s. 142, 143.

38 Radziwilt A. S. Pamigtnik, t. 3, s. 89.

39 Ibid.,s.74.

40  Charles O. Dziennik podrézy do Polski 1635-1636, Gdansk, 2010, s. 183.

41  Ochmann-Staniszewska S. Dynastia Wazéw w Polsce, Warszawa, 2006, s. 138; Wisner H. Wiadystaw IV Waza, s. 151, 153.

42 Radziwill A. S. Pamigtnik, t. 2, s. 53, 139.
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Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés marsalka
Aleksandras Liudvikas Radvila (1594-1654), 1733

Marshal of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania
Aleksander Ludwik Radziwilt (1594-1654), 1733
MNW

Renatos mirties (kaip pasakoja Albrechtas Stanislovas Radvila, jos labai gedéjo), valdovas
staiga nusprendé aplenkti Trakus ir i§ Vilniaus vykti | Merkine®. Jis neketino i$ ¢ia i$va-
Ziuoti, siunté nurodymus derybininkams su j Lietuvg atvykusiais Maskvos pasiuntiniais*.
Valdovo rysius su Jadvyga Luskovska paskutinémis gyvenimo dienomis istoriniai Salti-
niai nutyli. Albrechtas Stanislovas Radvila aiskino, kad valdovas buvo priverstas pasilikti
Merkingje dél ligos®, o Motiejus Vorbekas-Letovas uzsiminé apie nejgyvendintus valdovo
planus Merkinéje ilgai neuztrukti ir vykti j VarSuva®.

I$samiausiai geguzés 4-21 d. jvykius Merkinéje perteikia Vladislovo Vazos mir-
ties apraSymas”. 1648 m. geguze valdovo vizitas Merkinéje prasidéjo medziokle, po
jos valdovas blogai pasijuto ir, atsiprases dvariskiy, ,,pasisalino®. Norédamas pasveikti
laikési gydytojy patarimy - kelis kartus maudési pirtyje. Véliau, kad numalsinty skaus-
mus kratinés srityje, gydytojai jam davé vaisty. Geguzés 8 d. karaliui prasidéjo galvos
skausmai ir émeé pilti karstis. Valdovo savijauta blogéjo, gydytojams kar§¢io numalsinti
nepavyko, ligonis vos galéjo kalbéti. Mirties patale Vladislovas Vaza priémé sakramen-

tus, véliau jam buvo suteikta Komunija. Matyt, jau griebiantis paskutiniy priemoniy,

43 Ibid., s. 135, 400.

44  1644-03-31, Merkiné, Vladislovas Vaza Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai, in: Biblioteka Naukowa PAU i PAN, b. 348, 1. 130.

45 Radziwill A. S. Pamigtnik, t. 3, s. 75.

46 Vorbek-Lettow M. Skarbnica pamieci, s. 177.

47 1648, Vladislovo Vazos mirties Merkinéje aprasymas, in: Biblioteka Naukowa PAU i PAN, b. 2254, 1. 100-103a. Valdovo mirties
apradymy yra daugiau: 1648-05-20, J. Sonhofo (Shonhof) Vladislovo Vazos mirties Merkinéje apradymas, in: AGAD, AR,
dz. 11, b. 1832, 1. 336; 1648-05-24, Vladislovo Vazos mirties Merkinéje aprasymas, adresuotas Jonui Kazimierui, in: BCz,
b. 142,1.91-101.
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nuspresta pasventinti medikamentus, kuriais buvo gydomas valdovas. Vladislovas Vaza
miré geguzés 20-osios naktj (i$ antradienio j treciadienj), 2 val. 20 minuciy.

Valdovo mirties liudytojai buvo tarnai, gydytojai ir keletas centriniy Lietuvos bei
Lenkijos pareigiiny, kuriy dalis atskubéjo j Merkine, kai suzinojo apie iskilusj pavojy
valdovo gyvybei. Salia karaliaus jo mirties akimirka neabejotinai buvo Lietuvos DidZio-
sios Kunigaikstystés pakancleris Kazimieras Leonas Sapiega, paizdininkas Gedeonas
Mykolas Trizna, referendorius Stanislovas Narusevicius ir valdovo dvarigkis pakamaris
Feliksas Pacas (saugojo rakta nuo skrynelés, kurioje Vladislovas Vaza laiké svarbiausius
dokumentus ir testamentg)*. Lietuvos pakancleris Kazimieras Leonas Sapiega buvo i$-
kviestas paties valdovo, atvyko geguzés 16 d. ir jo paties paragintas Lietuvos DidZiosios
Kunigaikstystés antspaudu sutvirtino mirstanciojo testamentg bei suskubo informuoti
mars$alka Aleksandra Liudvikg Radvila®. Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés paizdi-
ninkas Gedeonas Mykolas Trizna informavo Vilniaus kapitula, taip pat (kaip ir Kazi-
mieras Leonas Sapiega) iSsiunté laiska Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés marsalkai
Aleksandrui Liudvikui Radvilai, kuriame ne tik trumpai informavo apie valdovo mirtj,
bet ir pranesé, jog pasitares su Lenkijos ir Lietuvos didikais nusprendé jo prasyti, kad
nelaukdamas Sv. Jono dienos kuo skubiau surinkty mokes¢ius i3 Siauliy ir Alytaus eko-
nomijy. Aiskino, kad léSos skubiai reikalingos mirusiam valdovui pritinkamai pagerb-
ti bei kitiems su tuo susijusiems reikalams, taip pat pripazino, kad Lietuvos izde néra
1ésy™. Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés referendorius Stanislovas Naru$evicius su
Zinia apie valdovo mirtj i§ Merkinés i$siunté kurjerius pas Gniezno arkivyskupg ir tuo
metu posédziaujancius Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés bei Lenkijos Karalystés tri-
bunolus. Zinia apie Vladislovo Vazos mirtj Vilniy turéjo pasiekti dar t3 pacia geguzés
20 dieng. Lietuvos Vyriausiasis Tribunolas nutrauké savo posédzius, bet neigsiskirsté™'.

Geguzés 21 d., po piety, dalyvaujant trims gydytojams, buvo atliktas valdovo
kiino skrodimas. I$ inksto i§imti akmenys rodé mirties priezastj. Valdovo $irdis ir vidu-
riai buvo atskirti nuo kano. Po skrodimo Vladislovo Vazos kiinas Merkinéje buvo bal-
zamuotas. Nors véliau netriitko kaltinimy, esg valdovo mirtj pagreitino gydytojy klaidos
(tokia nuostata pateikta ir skrodime dalyvavusio gydytojo Motiejaus Vorbeko-Letovo
atsiminimuose®), Vladislovo Vazos sveikata buvo silpna ir paskutinj jo gyvenimo de-
$imtmetj gydytojai darbo turéjo beveik nuolat. Dar 1636 m. Sv. Kazimiero koply¢ios i3-

48 Vorbek-Lettow M. Skarbnica pamieci, s. 178.

49  1648-05-20, Kazimieras Leonas Sapiega Aleksandrui Liudvikui Radvilai, in: AGAD, AR, dz. V, b. 69907, 1. 8; Rachuba A.
»Kazimierz Leon Sapieha (1609-1656) s. 33.

50 1648-05-20, Merkiné, Gedeonas Mykolas Trizna Aleksandrui Liudvikui Radvilai, in: AGAD, AR, dz. V, b. 16464, 1. 56.

51 Wisner H. Jonusas Radvila (1612-1655), verté T. Bairasauskaité, Vilnius, 2000, p. 106; Radziwilt A. S. Pamigtnik, t. 3, s. 76.

52 Kaltinama, kad gydytojas Kasparas Kraftas (Caspar Kraft) davé vaisty (devynis zirnelius antimonii preaparati kiausinio trynyje)
ne i§ valdovo vaistinés, bet i§ nepaZjstamo vietinio gydytojo, jie ir sukelé kar§¢iavima; Vorbek-Lettow M. Skarbnica pamigci,
s. 177. Pasak amzZininky, sveikatos sutrikimo priezastis — Vladislovo Vazos elgesys per medziokle Merkinéje, kai nuvijes vezika
perémeé vadzias ir didziausiu grei¢iu pasuko vezimg per pylimus, akmenis ir apsaugines juostas; Rumbold z Polocka, ,Zdrowie
Wladyslawa IV, in: Przeglgd historyczny, 1911, t. 13, nr 3, 5. 21-22.
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Plocko vyskupas Karolis Ferdinandas Vaza
(1613-1655), Daniel Schultz (Danielis Sulcas),
XVII a. vid.

Bishop of Plotsk Karol Ferdynand Vasa
(1613-1655), Daniel Schultz, mid-17th c.

MNy

kilmingg atidarymo ceremonija sirgdamas valdovas galéjo stebéti tik sédédamas nesio-
jamajame krésle®. 1638 m. Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés Vyriausiojo Tribunolo
deputatams jis pranes$é, kad pasitares su gydytojais nusprendé sutartu metu i Vilniy
nevykti ir paaiskino: ,,po sékmingai uzbaigty kariniy kampanijy ir i$ visy pusiy apgynus
Respubliky, mums tenka didele dalj savo gyvenimo gyventi kitaip nei nesveikam zmo-
gui, o tai, su dideliu masy lidesiu, yra didelis nepatogumas visuotiniuose reikaluose,
kurie priklauso musy karaliSkoms pareigoms.“** 1648 m., per kelione j Vilniy, valdovo
sveikata tai stebuklingai pagerédavo, tai smarkiai pablogédavo, todél zinia apie jo mirtj
didiky sukrésti neturéjo.

Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés paizdininko Gedeono Mykolo Triznos ir Chel-
mo vyskupo Stanislovo Pstrokonskio (Stanistaw Pstrokonski) informuota apie karaliaus
mirtj, Vilniaus kapitula geguzés 22 d. savo léSomis j Merkine i$siunté sidabriniy zvakidziy®.
Netrukus zinia apie valdovo mirtj pasieké Var$uva. Geguzés 24 d. Abiejy Tauty Respubli-
koje likes jaunesnysis Vladislovo Vazos brolis Plocko vyskupas Karolis Ferdinandas i$siunté
lai$ka prie valdovo palaiky Merkinéje esanc¢iam Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés pakan-
cleriui Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai. Karaliaus brolis Zadéjo pats atvykti ir i8reiksti velioniui

pagarba, bet tik tada, kai pasitaisys sveikata, o kadangi, jo Ziniomis, Merkinéje nebuvo mar-

53  Daugiau apie Vladislovo Vazos sveikatg zr. ibid., s. 1-20.

54 1638-08-05, Var$uva, Vladislovas Vaza Lietuvos DidzZiosios Kunigaikstystés Tribunolo deputatams, in: Biblioteka Publiczna w
Korniku, b. 346, 1. 51-52.

55  Kosciot zamkowy, czyli Katedra wiletiska, t. 3, s. 143.
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salky, prasé Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés pakanclerio tinkamai pasirapinti valdovo
kanu®. Kita dieng Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai i$siystame laiSke Karolis Ferdinandas ragé:
»jau buvome apsisprende kaip galima grei¢iau i$vykti j kelig Merkinés link, tac¢iau kadangi ju
Malonybés Ponai Senatoriai, $iuo metu esantys Var§uvoje, nusprendé kitaip, mums teko pa-
silikti.“ Velionio brolis aiSkino, jog Lenkijos senatoriai nutaré, kad valdovo , kinas kuo grei-
¢iau buty atlydétas j Garding’, informavo, kad i$siunté ,Jaidotuviy aparatg’, pats karalaitis
zadéjo treciadienj iSsiruosti j kelione ir iSreiske pasitikéjima, jog nesant marsalky Kazimieras
Leonas Sapiega deramai susitvarkys su jam iskilusiomis uzduotimis, pasiraipins velioniu ir
prizitreés tvarka™. Kazimieras Leonas Sapiega neabejotinai Sioms pareigoms tiko, nes iki kol
buvo paskirtas Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés pakancleriu (1645), éjo Lietuvos DidZio-
sios Kunigaikstystés ramy marsalkos pareigas, be to, dalyvavo 1633 m. gedulingojoje pro-
cesijoje i§ Varuvos j Krokuva pervezant valdovo Zygimanto Vazos ir jo zmonos karalienés
Konstancijos palaikus®. Karolj Ferdinandg nuo kelionés j Merking, be abejonés, sulaiké ne
tik valstybiniai reikalai, bet ir mintis kelti savo kandidatiirg i Abiejy Tauty Respublikos val-
dovus. Tuo metu jo vyresnysis brolis Jonas Kazimieras buvo Vienoje - suzinojes apie vyriau-
siojo brolio mirtj, jis iskart i$skubéjo j Abiejy Tauty Respublika®. Jo laisko, keliaujant ragyto
Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai, turinys jau neapsiribojo nurodymais ir pasitikéjimo Lietuvos
Didziosios Kunigaikstystés pakanclerio kompetencija pareiskimais, jis akivaizdziai atspin-
déjo ir politinius tikslus — atsargias réméjy j sostg paieskas®. Be uzuolanky apsisprendima
kelti kandidatarg j valdovus Karolis Ferdinandas Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai isreiske ve-
liau®'. Nors geguze Karolio Ferdinando laiSkuose, adresuotuose Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai,
politiniams tikslams vietos neatsirado, jis taip pat i$ karto, gaves Zinig apie vyresniojo brolio
mirtj, ripinosi savo réméjais kovoje dél sosto®. Tarp broliy uzvirusi politiné kova truko iki
lapkric¢io®. Birzelio pabaigoje Kazimieras Leonas Sapiega ryztingai stojo j Karolio Ferdinan-
do puse®, o véliau peréjo j Jono Kazimiero réméjy stovykla®.

Jau Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés referendorius Stanislovas Narusevicius
laiskuose, adresuotuose Gniezno arkivyskupui ir Lenkijos bei Lietuvos teismams, kuriuo-
se informavo apie Vladislovo Vazos mirtj, klausé, gal geriau buity valdovo kang nuveZti j
Garding®. Nepaisant to, i§ pradziy ruostasi Vladislovo Vazos kiing islydéti j Lenkijos Ka-

56 1648-05-24, Varsuva, Karolis Ferdinandas Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai, in: Biblioteka Naukowa PAU i PAN, b. 349, 1. 38.

57 1648-05-25, Varsuva, Karolis Ferdinandas Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai, in: ibid., 1. 40.

58 Rachuba A. ,Kazimierz Leon Sapieha (1609-1656) s. 31-32.

59  Wojcik Z. Jan Kazimierz Waza, Wroctaw, Warszawa, Krakéw, 1997, s. 44.

60 1648-05-26 (?), Mercasliogenas, Jonas Kazimieras Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai, in: Biblioteka Naukowa PAU i PAN, b. 349, 1. 42.

61 1648-06-03, Varsuva, Karolis Ferdinandas Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai, in: ibid., b. 349, 1. 44.

62 Plg. 1648-05-25, Var$uva, Karolio Ferdinando du laiskai Marienburgo vaivadai J. Vajeriui (Wajer), in: AGAD, AR, dz. III,
b.34a,1. 1, 3.

63 Czoplinski W. ,,Karol Ferdynand Waza (1613-1658), in: Polski stownik biograficzny, t. 12, Wroclaw, Warszawa, Krakow, 1966,
s. 86.

64 1648 [birzelio pabaiga], Var$uva, Jonas Kazimieras Vaza Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai, in: Biblioteka Naukowa PAU i PAN, b. 349, 1. 55.

65 Wojcik Z. Jan Kazimierz Waza, s. 49.

66 Radziwill A. S. Pamigtnik, t. 3, s. 76.
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Lenkijos karalius ir Lietuvos didysis kunigaikstis
Jonas Kazimieras Vaza (1609-1672),

Danielis Sulcas (Daniel Schultz), apie 1660

King of Poland and Grand Duke of Lithuania
John Casimir Vasa (1609-1672),

Daniel Schultz, ca 1660

MNW

ralyste. Geguzés 23 d. Kazimieras Leonas Sapiega lauké Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstys-
tés didziojo marsalkos Aleksandro Liudviko Radvilos nurodymy dél pasirengimo valdovo
kiing vezti ,,Lenkijos Karalystés sieny link“’. I$ pradziy tikino, kad stengsis | Merkine at-
vykti pats®®, galop Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés didysis marska i$siunté su jvykiais
nespéjantj atsakyma, kuriame aiskino, jog dél sunkiai serganc¢ios zmonos negalés atvykti
ir lydéti valdovo kano ,,Lenkijos Karalystés sieny link“®. Planus i$vezti mirusiojo kang j
Lenkija veikiausiai pakoregavo aplinkybés, dél kuriy | Merkine negaléjo atvykti velionio
brolis Karolis Ferdinandas, todél jis su senatoriais prisiminé Stanislovo Narusevi¢iaus pa-
siilyma Vladislovo Vazos kiing perkelti j Garding.

Lietuvos didikai rengési tarpuvaldziui ir su juo susijusioms procediiroms. Mezgan-
tis deryboms tarp Lietuvos ir Lenkijos didiky, ilgainiui dél valdovo kiino poilsio vietos
kilo nesutarimy. Geguzés 27 d., lydimi bajory, j Merkine atvyko Traky vaivada Mikalojus
Abramavicius ir Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés lauko etmonas Jonusas Radvila. Jie
dalyvavo slaptame pasitarime tarp Lenkijos ir Lietuvos didiky. Pagrindiniai klausimai buvo
tarpuvaldis, valstybés gynybos reikalai ir kylancios grésmés i$ sukilusiy kazoky kariuome-
nés. Be to, kaip teigia Henrykas Visneris (Henryk Wisner), Jonus$as Radvila igkélé idéja
valdovo $irdj palikti Vilniuje. Tam karstai pritaré Lietuvos didikai. O Livonijos karinése
kampanijose pasizyméjes karingas Traky vaivada Mikalojus Abramavi¢ius netgi uzsimi-
né apie valdovo palaiky sulaikyma Lietuvoje jéga, bet tam pasipriesino pasitarime dalyva-

67 1648-05-23, Merkiné, Kazimieras Leonas Sapiega Aleksandrui Liudvikui Radvilai, in: AGAD, AR, dz. V, b. 69907, L. 10.

68  1648-05-23, Nesvyzius, Aleksandras Liudvikas Radvila Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai, in: Lietuvos valstybés istorijos archyvas
(toliau - LVIA), f. 1135, ap. 20, b. 576, 1. 3.

69  1648-05-27, Kovelis (?), Aleksandras Liudvikas Radvila Kazimierui Leonui Sapiegai, in: ibid., 1. 5.
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Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés

lauko etmonas Jonusas Radvila (1612-1655),
Danielis Sulcas (Daniel Schultz),

1652

Field Hetman of Grand Duchy of Lithuania
Janusz Radziwilt (1612-1655), Daniel Schultz,
1652

HXMPB

ves velionio karaliaus nuodémklausys Chelmo vyskupas Stanislovas Pstrokonskis™, kurj
Vladislovas Vaza buvo paskyres pirmuoju savo testamento vykdytoju ir kuriam j rankas
buvo atidaves savo bei tévo Zygimanto Vazos testamentus’'. Pasak H. Visnerio, jeigu biity
pavyke Mikalojaus Abramaviciaus sumanyma jgyvendinti, tai buity reiske dviejy sostiniy —
Lenkijos ir Lietuvos — rango sulyginima, nes Vilnius taip pat bty tapes bendry valdovy
nekropolio miestu”>. Mikalojaus Abramaviciaus idéjg buty galima vertinti ir kaip Lietuvos
savaranki$kumo manifestacijg, kuri turéjo ne tik simboline, bet ir politine reik§me. Ir tai
nebuvo absoliudiai nauja. XVI-XVII a. Lietuvos teritorijoje miré trys bendri Lenkijos ir Lie-
tuvos valdovai, kuriy kiiny Lietuvos didikai neketino atiduoti Krokuvos Vaveliui. 1506 m.
Vilniuje mirus Aleksandrui Jogailai¢iui, Lietuvos didiky sprendimu jo kiinas pries§ velionio
valig, i$sakytg testamente, buvo palaidotas Vilniaus katedroje”. 1586 m. Gardine mirusio

70 Wisner H. Jonusas Radvila, p. 107-108. Kita dieng (geguZzés 28-3j3) Jonusas Radvila jau buvo Vilniuje; 1648-05-28, Vilnius,
Jonusas Radvila K. Daugélai Stri$kai, in: AGAD, AR, dz. IV, b. 91133, 1. 23.

71  Szczaniecki P. ,Pstrokonski Stanistaw z Burzenina h. Poraj (ok. 1591-1657)¢ in: Polski stownik biograficzny, t. 29, Wroctaw,
‘Warszawa, Krakow, Gdansk, 1986, s. 276.

72 Wisner H. Jonusas Radvila, p. 108-109.

73  Finkel L. Elekcja Zygmunta I, Krakow, 1910, s. 128-129, 262-263; Voronin V. ,Lenkijos karalius, besiilsintis ramybéje ne
Krokuvoje: Aleksandro Jogailai¢io palaidojimo Vilniuje aplinkybés®, in: Lietuvos didysis kunigaikstis Aleksandras ir jo epocha.
Moksliniy straipsniy rinkinys, sud. D. Steponaviciené, Vilnius, 2007, p. 41-45.
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Vilniaus katedros Sv. Kazimiero koply¢ia

St Casimir’s Chapel at Vilnius Cathedral
LDKVR

Stepono Batoro kiinas ¢ia buvo pasarvotas ir laikytas tol, kol jau Lenkijos karaliumi is-
rinktas Zygimantas Vaza 1588 m. patvirtino Treligjj Lietuvos Statuta, o atsakydami j tai
Lietuvos didikai jj pripazino Lietuvos didZiuoju kunigaiks¢iu™. Todél j vaidus tarp Lietuvos
ir Lenkijos didiky dél Vladislovo Vazos kano reikia Zitiréti kaip j testinj Lietuvos Didzio-
sios Kunigaikstystés didiky tikslg savo $ventovéje Vilniaus katedroje turéti velioniy valdovy
kanus. Kita vertus, valdovo kiino sulaikymas galéjo atnesti ir politiniy dividendy siekiant
daugiau teisiy Lietuvos savarankiskumui bendroje valstybéje su Lenkijos Karalyste.
Valdovo kiinas dar bent iki birzelio 6 d. i$buvo Merkinéje”. Apie birzelio 10 d. liad-
noji procesija pasieké Garding. Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés rimy marsalka Anta-
nas Jonas Tiskevi¢ius ¢ia prisiminé Vladislovo Vazos kino sulaikymo idéja. Jis tikéjosi, kad
palaikai ¢ia liks iki naujojo Abiejy Tauty Respublikos valdovo rinkimy, taip pat neatmeté
galimybés, kad ,véliau gal pavyks ir jkalbéti, kad karaliaus palaikai [likty] Vilniaus [Sv. Ka-
zimiero] koplycioje“’s. Tokios Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés didiky nuotaikos galéjo
paspartinti Vladislovo Vazos kiino i$siuntimg i§ Gardino. BirZelio 11 d. Var$uvos rankras-
tiné spauda informavo, kad valdovo palaikai su karaliene Marija Liudvika - Gardine, o
islaidos uz gedulingas apeigas ir velionio kiino priezitirg pavestos ,,Lietuvos izdui iki kito

luomy [t. y. Seimo] sprendimo*”’. Panasi praktika buvo ir po Stepono Batoro mirties™. Vis

74  Plg. Wrede M. Itinerarium kréla Stefana Batorego 1576-1586, Warszawa, 2010, s. 134-135; Wisner H. Rzeczypospolita Wazdow,
t. 3: Stawne parstwo Wielkie Ksigstwo Litewskie, Warszawa, 2008, s. 49. Pastarajj atvejj dar reikia istirti.

75  Birzelio 5 d. Vilniaus kapitula i§lydéjo du kanauninkus, kurie turéjo lydéti velionj ,,i§ Merkinés j Garding“; Kosciét zamkowy,
czyli Katedra wileriska, t. 3, s. 143. H. Visneris nurodo, kad birzZelio 8 d. gedulingoji procesija pasieké pusiaukele tarp Merkinés
ir Gardino - Ratny¢ig (lenk. Rotnica, dab. Druskininky miesto teritorijoje), zr. Wisner H. Jonusas Radvila, p. 105.

76  Cit. i§ Wisner H. Jonusas Radvila, p. 109.

77  »[N]a skarb litewski do dalszej stanéw deklaracji“; 1648-06-11, rankrastinés spaudos Zinia, in: BCz, b. 142, 1. 204.

78  Akta zjazdéw stanéw Wielkiego Ksigstwa Litewskiego, t. 1: Okresy bezkrélewi, oprac. H. Lulewicz, Warszawa, 2006, s. 245, 254.
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Urna su Vladislovo Vazos $irdimi po
Vilniaus katedros Sv. Kazimiero koplycia

Urn with Ladislaus Vasa’s heart underneath
the St Casimir’s Chapel at Vilnius Cathedral
LDKVR

deélto gedulingoji procesija labai greitai paliko Garding ir jau birzelio 24 d. pasieké Var-
$uva. Tai rodo tam tikra skubéjimg ir plany keitimg, nes — bent jau nuo geguzés 25 iki
birzelio 11 d. - Gardinas buvo nurodomas kaip valdovo $arvojimo vieta. Be to, tik liepos
16 d. Var$uvoje darbg pradéjo Konvokacinis seimas”.

Karaliaus palaikus j Var$uva atlydéjo ir Lietuvos didikai: Lietuvos DidZiosios
Kunigaikstystés pakancleris Kazimieras Leonas Sapiega® ir iskilmingoje ceremonijoje
su karalaiciu Karoliu Ferdinandu bei Karalystés senatoriais dalyvave Lietuvos Didzio-
sios Kunigaikstystés paizdininkas Gedeonas Mykolas Trizna (nesé valdovo insignijas)
bei Vladislovo Vazos kiino sulaikymo Lietuvoje iniciatorius Lietuvos DidZiosios Kuni-
gaikstystés rimy mars$alka Antanas Jonas TiSkevicius, su Lenkijos Karalystés marsalka
prizitrintis tvarka®. Tik po pusmecio — 1648 m. gruodzio 29 d. - valdovo kiinas buvo
iSlydeétas is VarSuvos j Krokuva, o 1649 m. sausio 15 d. i$kilmingai palaidotas Vavelio
katedroje. Vladislovo Vazos laidotuvés jvyko pries pat jo brolio Jono Kazimiero Vazos
karainavimo ceremonijg®.

Birzelio 5 d. Vilniaus kapitula buvo nurodziusi prelatui Jonui Karoliui Daugélai Za-
vi$ai ir kanauninkui Jurgiui Valavic¢iui Vladislovo Vazos kiing lydéti i§ Merkinés j Garding.

79 Tyla A. Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés izdas per DvideSimtmetj karg (1648-1668), Vilnius, 2010, p. 33.
80 Rachuba A. ,Kazimierz Leon Sapieha (1609-1656) s. 34.
81 1648-06-24, gedulingos ceremonijos Var§uvoje aprasymas rankrastinéje spaudoje, in: BCz, b. 379, 1. 18.

82 Ochmann S. ,Koronacja Jana Kazimierza w roku 1649 in: Odrodzenie i reformacja w Polsce, t. 28, Wroclaw, Warszawa,
Krakdéw, Gdansk, £.6dz, 1983, s. 144-150.

458

Europos dinastinés jungtys ir istoriniai-kultariniai ry8iai

Birzelio 19 d., griZes i$ Gardino j Vilniy, prelatas Jonas Karolis Daugéla Zavisa®® pareiske,
kad, ,vykdydamas valig senatoriy, buvusiy Merkinéje prie karaliaus kano, atvezé karaliaus
$irdj ir vidurius j Vilniy“*. Vadinasi, susitarimas tarp Lenkijos ir Lietuvos didiky dél Vla-
dislovo Vazos $irdies palaidojimo Vilniuje buvo pasiektas jau Merkinéje. Sj susitarima dar
labiau sustiprinti galéjo Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés didiky mintys valdovo king
palaidoti Lietuvoje, nes tai turéjo sukelti Lenkijos didiky protesty. Veikiausiai jau nuspren-
dus valdovo palaikus perkelti i§ Gardino j VarSuva prelatas Jonas Karolis Daugéla Zavisa
su Vladislovo Vazos $irdimi i§ Gardino grjzo j Vilniy.

Tadien (birzelio 19 d.) kapitula nusprendé pasitarti su Vilniaus vyskupu Abrao-
mu Vaina dél iskilmingy valdovo vidaus organy laidotuviy Sv. Kazimiero koply¢ioje.
Birzelio 26 d. i kapitulos posédj atvykes pats Vilniaus vyskupas nurodé tinkamai pa-
laidoti Vladislovo Vazos §irdj Sv. Kazimiero koply¢ioje®. Manoma, kad birzelio 28 d.,
sekmadienj, po iskilmingy pamaldy jis valdovo $irdj ir vidurius sudéjo rasyje po
Sv. Kazimiero koply¢ia Vilniaus Sv. Stanislovo katedroje.

Neperskaite Vladislovo Vazos testamenty®, kuriuose isreiksti jo norai, susije su
palaidojimu, negalime uztikrintai teigti, kad Merkinéje Lietuvos didiky isreiksta valia
palaidoti valdovo $irdj Sv. Kazimiero koply¢ioje visidkai prasilenké su paties valdovo
valia. Vis délto Vilniaus kapitulos protokole uzfiksuoti Jono Karolio Daugélos Zavisos
zodziai, kad valdovo $irdj j Vilniy atvezé ,senatoriy valia“, demonstruoja geguzés 27 d.
didiky pasitarimo Merkinéje (o gal jy buvo ir daugiau) i§skirtine svarbg $ioje istorijoje.
Gincai tarp Lietuvos ir Lenkijos didiky dél valdovo kano palaidojimo vietos taip pat
rodo, kad paraidziui vadovautis testamente iSreiksta valia bent jau viena i pusiy anaip-
tol neketino. Kaip ir Aleksandro Jogailaicio, taip ir Vladislovo Vazos atveju paties val-
dovo valia testamente dél jo laidojimo vietos bent jau daliai didiky nebuvo svarbiausia.
Vladislovo Vazos tévas Zygimantas Vaza savo testamente, kurj Vladislovas Vaza laiké
greta savo testamento iki pat mirties, nurodé: ,Norime, kad masy mires kiinas bty
palaidotas Krokuvos pilyje Sv. Stanislovo katedrinés bazny¢ios koply¢ioje, kurig stato-

me sau, $viesiausioms sutuoktinéms ir savo palikuonims.“® Stinus neturéjo priestarauti

83 H. Visneris, matyt, apsiriko nurodydamas, kad valdovo $irdj j Vilniy atvezé Jonas Daugéla Striska, zr. Wisner H. Jonusas Radvila, p. 109.

84 ,[I]dac za zdaniem senatoréw, obecnych w Mereczu, przy ciele krolewskim przytomnych, przywiozt serce krélewskie z
wnetrznoéciami do Wilna“; Kosciét zamkowy, czyli Katedra wileriska, t. 3, s. 143. Sis faktas akcentuotas ir Samalavi&ius S.
Vilniaus miestieciai ir miesty kultiara XVII-XVIII amZiuose, Vilnius, 2013, p. 93.

85  Kosciot zamkowy, czyli Katedra wiletiska, t. 3, s. 143.

86 Zahorski W. Katedra Wileriska, Wilno, 1904, s. 37, 145.

87 Vladislovo Vazos, karalienés Konstancijos ir Cecilijos Renatos testamenty, kurie buty labiausiai praverte Siam tyrimui, rasti
nepavyko. Vladislovo Vazos pomirting valig liudijantys dokumentai buvo perskaityti seimo saléje (1648-07-22). Jy turinj
perteiké Albrechtas Stanislovas Radvila. Pasak jo, tai buve trys dokumentai: pirmas suradytas pries valdovo sinaus Kazimiero
mirtj (prie§ 1647-01-09), antras — po jo mirties (datuotas 1647-06-20), o trecias — prie§ paties valdovo mirtj (prie§ 1648-
05-20). Paskutiniu (treciu) testamentu, kurj Merkinéje Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés antspaudu sutvirtino pakancleris
Kazimieras Leonas Sapiega, buvo paskirti keturi vykdytojai: iki pat valdovo mirties Merkinéje buve Chelmo vyskupas
Stanislovas Pstrokonskis ir pats Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés pakancleris, taip pat Poznanés vyskupas ir Lenkijos
Karalystés kancleris; Radziwilt A. S. Pamietnik, t. 3, s. 88-89.

88 ,Testament Zygmunta Wazy z 1623 roku', in: Testamenty Zygmunta III Wazy, opr. W. Koczorowski, B. Koczorowska,
M. Koczorowska, Opole, 2013, s. 100.
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tévo planams. Tai patvirtina ir Albrechto Stanislovo Radvilos atpasakotas seimo saléje
perskaityto mirusio valdovo testamento turinys: ,,savo kiing pavedé palaidoti Krokuvo-
je“ ir paprasé Respublikos padengti laidotuviy islaidas®.

Apzvelgiant Vladislovo Vazos $irdies palaidojimo Vilniuje aplinkybes, reikia at-
kreipti démesj, kad toks paprotys Lenkijg ir Lietuvg pasieké XVII a. pirmoje puséje. 1631 m.
Zygimanto Vazos zmonos Konstancijos $irdis buvo palaidota Varsuvos jézuity baznycioje,
0 1644 m. ten pat atgulé ir Vladislovo Vazos Zzmonos Cecilijos Renatos $irdis*. Karalieniy
kiinai buvo palaidoti Krokuvos Vavelio katedroje. Sia tradicija paseké Vladislovo Vazos
antroji Zzmona Marija Liudvika, ji pati i$rei$ké nora, kad jos kiinas bty palaidotas Vavelio
katedroje Salia mirusio pirmojo vyro Vladislovo Vazos (antruoju vyru tapo jo brolis Jonas
Kazimieras Vaza), o irdis — motery vizitie¢iy baznycioje Varsuvoje®’.

Jonui Kazimierui Vazai atsisakius sosto ir iSvykus j Pranctzijg, po jo mirties 1672 m.
nuo kiino atskirta Sirdis liko Sen Zermen de Pré vienuolyno bazny¢ioje, o kiinas ils¢josi
Nevero jézuity baznycioje, kol 1675 m. buvo atveztas j Vavelio katedrg. Bet $irdis taip ir
liko Pranciizijos vienuolyne®. Sie faktai leidZia jzvelgti tradicija, kuri atsirado Vazy dinasti-
jos laikotarpiu, o véliau, XVIII a., turéjo didele reiksme Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés
bajorijos laidojimo formoms®. Taciau $irdis atskirai nuo kiino galéjo bati laidojama nebiti-
nai pagal velionio valig*, be to, pirmosios palaidotos $irdys buvo Habsburgai¢iy. Karalienés
Konstancijos palaikai su jos vyro Zygimanto Vazos kiinu 1633 m. buvo iskilmingai palydéti
i§ VarSuvos j Krokuva ir palaidoti Vavelio katedroje. Kitaip nei karalienés, karaliaus $irdis
buvo palaidota su kiinu. Tad kyla klausimas, ar Vladislovo Vazos $irdies laidojimg jau galima
vadinti dinastijos tradicija. Taip pat klausimy - bet jau, matyt, ne vien Sioje istorijoje — kelia
paslaptinga uzuomina Albrechto Stanislovo Radvilos dienorastyje, kad liepos 22 d. seimo
saléje, nors pasiuntiniai ir reikalavo, treciasis Vladislovo Vazos testamentas, Merkinéje su-
tvirtintas Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés kanclerio Kazimiero Leono Sapiegos antspau-
du, ,,dél kazkokiy karaliSkosios §eimynos paslap¢iy“ nebuvo perskaitytas®.

Apibendrinimas

Vladislovo Vazos paskutiné kelioné j Lietuva ir jo mirtis sutapo su tragiskais jvy-
kiais, kurie prisidéjo prie Abiejy Tauty Respublikos nuopuolio. Nors savo valdymo me-

tais Vladislovas Vaza nemazai démesio skyré unity ir staciatikiy santykiams - stengési

89 Radziwilt A. S. Pamigtnik, t. 3, s. 89.

90  Paknys M. Mirtis LDK kultiroje XVI-XVII a., Vilnius, 2008, p. 107. Daugiau apie Europos monarchy $irdziy laidojimo tradicijas
zr. Bertelli S. The King’s Body. Sacred Rituals of Power in Medieval and Early Modern Europe, Pennsylvania, 2001, p. 31-34.

91 Wojcik Z. Jan Kazimierz Waza, s. 193.

92 Ibid.,s.214.

93 Paknys M. Mirtis LDK kultiiroje, p. 108-109.

94 Pavyzdziui, pirmoji Zygimanto Vazos Zzmona Ona Habsburgaité savo testamente isreiské valig biti palaidota Krokuvoje, taciau
dél visy ceremonijy, susijusiy su laidotuvémis, paliko spresti vyrui, nes jis ,,Zino, kaip tai atlikti pritinkamai masy padéciai ir
kilmei*, zr. ,Testament Anny Habsburzanki z 1594 roku’, in: Testamenty Zygmunta Wazy, s. 131.

95 Radziwill A. S. Pamigtnik, t. 3, s. 89.
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juos teisiskai sunorminti (dazniausiai palankiai staciatikiams), pietrytinése Lenkijos
Karalystés zemeése stipréjo socialinis, tautinis ir etninis priesisSkumas tarp bajorijos ir
vietos valstie¢iy bei laisvy kariy - kazoky. XVII a. 4 des. ¢ia jvyko keletas sukilimy, visus
juos pavyko numalsinti. Vis délto problemos nebuvo i$sprestos, grésé nauji neramumai,
jy pradzia sutapo su Vladislovo Vazos paskutine kelione j Lietuvg ir jo mirtimi. Gegu-
zés viduryje ir antroje puséje masiuose ties Geltonaisiais Vandenimis ir ties Korsuniu
buvo sumusta Lenkijos kariuomené, netrukus pirmieji kazoky daliniai, vadovaujami
pulkininko Piotro Glovackio, pasirodé ir Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés teritorijo-
je. Lietuvos didikams pavyko suorganizuoti pasitarimg iskilusios grésmés akivaizdoje ir
susaukti suvaziavima®. Vilniaus suvaziavimo akte jie paZzyméjo, jog susirinko valstybei
iskilus pavojui po valdovo mirties”.

Sukile kazokai apie valdovo mirtj suzinojo véliausiai, dar birzelio pabaigoje siun-
té pas ji su laiSkais savo pasiuntinius j Var$uva®. Tuo metu VarSuva su svita pasieké ir
Prancuzijos pasiuntinys Lui d’ArpaZzonas (Louis d’Arpajon), kai Vladislovo Vazos kinas
jau buvo pasarvotas”. Sventosios Dvasios ordinas véliau buvo jteiktas Pranciizijos re-
miamiems Lenkijos karaliams ir Lietuvos didiesiems kunigaik$¢iams Jonui Sobieskiui
ir Stanislovui Les¢inskiui.

Antrosios Vilniaus miesto istorijos autorius Juozapas Ignotas Krasevskis (Jozef
Ignacy Kraszewski), jau Zinodamas, kas vyko po valdovo mirties, tokiais zodZiais api-
budino Vladislovo Vazos valdyma. Pradéjo: ,Né vieno valdovo valdymo metais nebuvo
nukalta medaliy tiek, kiek jo valdymo metais, nebuvo i§spausdinta tiek panegiriky, ne-
buvo $vendiama tiek nuostabiy i$kilmiy, jvaziavimy, triumfy <...>“ O uzbaigé Lietuvos
ir Lenkijos valdovo valdymo charakteristika: ,visi blogio syvai jau skleidési laisvai ir
audringai.“'® H. Visneris ai$kino, kad 1648 m. geguze patirti skaudis Lenkijos kariuo-
menés pralaiméjimai pries sukilusius kazokus amzininkams nesukélé didelio jspadzio.
Pralaiméjimai tuomet aikinti Lenkijos kariuomenés nepasiruo$imu karui ir vadovy-
bés nekompetencija'®’. O gedulingose eilése lyg nujauciant artéjancia suirute valstybéje

nuogastauta: ,,su Slovingu karaliumi mums jau viskas mirsta.“!?

96 Tyla A. Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés iZdas per Dvidesimtmetj karg, p. 21-24; Kiaupa Z., Kiaupiené J., Kuncevicius A.
Lietuvos istorija iki 1795 mety, p. 351-352.

97 ,Zjazd stanéw WKsL. (Konwokacja wileniska) w Wilnie (10 VI 1648), in: Akta zjazdow stanéw wielkiego Ksigstwa Litewskiego,
t. 1, . 328.

98  1648-06-05, raportas i§ Baro, in: BCz, b. 142, 1. 51; 1648-06-25, Zinia rankrastinéje spaudoje, in: ibid., 1. 327.
99  Atvyko birzelio 25 d.; Wojcik Z. Jan Kazimierz Waza, s. 45.

100 Kraszewski J. Wilno od poczgtkéw jego do roku 1750, Wilno, 1840, t. 2, s. 34.

101 Wisner H. Jonusas Radvila, p. 106.

102 Cit. i§ 1648 m. gedulingujy eiliy mirus Vladislovui Vazai, in: Rekopisy Ossoliniskie, b. 2285/I1, 1. 84a; taip pat Zr. Wisner H.
Wiadystaw IV Waza, s. 173.

461



LITHUANIA-POLAND-SWEDEN

Liudas Glemza
Vytautas Magnus University, Kaunas

Ladislaus Vasa’s Last Journey to
Lithuania in 1648

Introduction

Besides Ladislaus Vasa’s (Lith. Vladislovas Vaza) visits to Vilnius in his youth,
during the Smolensk military campaign of 1609-1611, and later when he was already
the ruler of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, over his 15 years in power he vis-
ited the Lithuanian capital another six times: in 1633, 1634, 1636, 1639, 1643-1644
and in 1648.! This is why in Lithuanian historiography it is often asserted that Ladis-
laus Vasa was the only ruler of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth who at least in
part abided by the demands of the Lithuanian magnates and gentry, that the common
ruler of Lithuania and Poland should reside in Lithuania every three years. His last
residency in Vilnius was symbolic, as it marked one of the most notable points in the
history of the Lithuanian capital. After Ladislaus Vasa’s last visit in 1648, the subse-
quent rulers of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth stopped residing in Vilnius for
longer periods, visiting only rarely. The war with Muscovy that started in 1655 had
painful consequences for the development of the city of Vilnius, and the history of the
rulers’ residence.

Ladislaus Vasas last journey was for geopolitical reasons. Maintaining his
rights to the Swedish throne, Ladislaus Vasa was constantly in search of allies against
Sweden. That is why the Habsburgs, who fought against the Swedes, were long-term
traditional allies of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. In 1637, these relations
were strengthened by Ladislaus Vasa’s marriage to Cecilia Renata of Austria (from the
House of Habsburg) (Lith. Cecilija Renata Habsburgaité). However this union with
the Habsburgs did not help Ladislaus Vasa enter Europe’s political life, become an
intermediary for countries involved in the Thirty Years’ War, or bolster his authority.
In 1642, after the death of the Habsburgs” enemy, the factual ruler of France, Cardinal
Richelieu, (and one year later — the death of the King of France Louis XIII), gradu-
ally the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth established increasingly closer ties with
France. These relations with France were further strengthened by Ladislaus Vasa’s se-

cond marriage to the French duchess Marie Louise Gonzaga de Nevers (Lith. Marija

1 Ragauskiené R. “Lietuvos valdovy vilnietiski itinerariumai’, in: Vilniaus Zemutiné pilis XIV a.-XIX a. pradZioje. 2002-2004 m.
istoriniy Saltiny paieskos, sud. R. Ragauskiené, Vilnius, 2006, p. 313-314.
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Liudvika Gonzaga de Nevers) in 1646. The prospect of this marriage was already be-
ing discussed in 1634, but then the king chose the princess of his political ally Austria,
Cecilia Renata, who indeed became his first wife.> New relations with France were
further strengthened when Ladislaus Vasa was given the Order of the Holy Spirit by
the French envoy on behalf of the French King.

According to some historians, Ladislaus Vasa, having consulted with the senators
and not wanting to anger the Habsburgs, enemies of the Kingdom of France, decided to
ceremoniously accept this award of recognition from the King of France further away
from the borders of the Holy Roman Empire, and the Lithuanian capital proved to be
an ideal location.’ In his memoirs, the Chancellor of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania
Albrecht Stanistaw Radziwilt (Lith. Albrechtas Stanislovas Radvila) recounts how later,
when being received in Grodno, he asked the ruler about his decision to accept France’s
award: would the lamb (the symbol on the Order of the Golden Fleece received from the
Habsburgs) not quarrel with the dove (the symbol on the Order of the Holy Spirit)?* Ac-
cording to the initial agreement, France’s envoy had to depart for Lithuania after Christ-
mas in 1647, but his departure was delayed, and then for health reasons, Ladislaus Vasa
continually postponed his own travel to Lithuania. Michal Megert from the ruler’s court
explained that Ladislaus Vasa’s health had worsened following his journey from Prussia,
and that “with God’s mercy” the royal court hoped that the ruler “after a few days would
be able to sign [documents] with his right hand”. At first it was thought that the king
and queen would travel to Lithuania after the Feast of the Epiphany (January 6), later -
on January 23, and finally - after Candlemas (February 2), adding that “now they have
completely forgotten about the Three Kings date”’ There were earlier instances when
for health reasons, or on the advice of his physicians, Ladislaus Vasa had postponed or
completely abandoned his travel plans to Vilnius.

The journey to Vilnius

Having returned to Warsaw from Prussia, the ruler first of all informed the
Lithuanian magnates accountable for public order in the Lithuanian capital of his
plans to travel to Vilnius. On 22 November 1647 Ladislaus Vasa contacted the Grand
Marshal of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania Aleksander Ludwik Radziwilt (Lith. Alek-
sandras Liudvikas Radvila) and ordered him to make arrangements for the reception

of the French envoy, as well as make sure that the Bishop of Vilnius Abraham Wojna

2 For more, see: Wisner H. Wladystaw IV Waza, Wroclaw, Warszawa, Krakow, 1995, s. 93, 100; idem, “Dyplomacja polska w
latach 15721648, in: Historia dyplomacji polskiej, t. 2: 15721795, red. Z. Wojcik, Warszawa, 1982, 5. 94; Kiaupa Z., Kiaupiené J.,
Kuncevicius A. Lietuvos istorija iki 1795 mety, Vilnius, 1995, p. 351.

3 Cf. Czaplinski W. Wladystaw IV i jego czasy, Krakow, 2008, s. 308. Later events cast doubts on this version. As the French envoy
was late arriving in Vilnius, Ladislaus Vasa planned to go to Warsaw and wait for him in the Polish capital.

4 Radziwilt A. S. Pamietnik o dziejach w Polsce, t. 3, przekl. i oprac. A. Przybos, R. Zelewski, Warszawa, 1980, s. 68.

5 19 Dec 1647, Michal Megert to M. Potocki (?), in: Biblioteka Jagielloriska w Krakowie (BJ), b. 49, 1. 214a-215.
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(Lith. Abraomas Vaina), the Voivode of Polotsk Janusz Kiszka (Lith. Jonusas Kiska) or
the Starost of Samogitia and Lithuanian Field Hetman Janusz Radziwilt (Lith. Jonusas
Radvila) and their courts would not occupy the places set aside for the foreign envoy
and his entourage. The ruler indicated that the person assigned by the Lithuanian
Marshal to make the guest arrangements should make sure that there would be rooms
available for the whole entourage near the French envoy’s residence, so that “even the
lowliest servants would be accommodated near [their] masters”, and to ensure the
honoured guest’s safety and tranquillity.® Aleksander Ludwik Radziwilt had earlier
fallen into the ruler’s disgrace,” but not for these reasons. Wishing to be as well pre-
pared as possible for the reception, Ladislaus Vasa decided to send Chamberlain Jerzy
Kazimierz Lokicki to Lithuania and charged him with noting down the residencies
in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania suitable for the king’s court. The king ordered the
Lithuanian Marshal not to interfere, but rather to assist the chamberlain when need-
ed.® Aleksander Ludwik Radziwilt knew Lokicki. In 1646, for merited service Ladis-
laus Vasa had granted Lokicki 12 valakas of land in the Alytus economic zone,’ which
had been rented to the Marshal of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania.'’ Right before his
journey to Lithuania, the ruler again contacted the Lithuanian Marshal and ordered
him to hand over to Jerzy Kazimierz Lokicki lists of the residential houses with rooms
allocated for his court, and requested that, as per usual, Stikliai Street would be set
aside for the incoming musicians.

Ladislaus Vasa also wrote to the Deputy Chancellor of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania Kazimierz Lew Sapieha (Lith. Kazimieras Leonas Sapiega) and informed him
about his travel plans to Vilnius: “We have decided [to go] next year, God willing, from
here to Vilnius to receive the French envoy, who will visit Our Court accompanied by
a large and unprecedented group of half a hundred people. We have decided that it is
important for you be aware of this and to ask you to ensure that when the time comes
to [mark] such an important occasion, that you organize for us a usual celebration, thus
bringing honour to yourself, our nation and His Majesty”'? The ruler and Lithuania’s
magnates not only shared an interest in state affairs but also in music. Ladislaus Vasa

6 22 Nov 1647, Warsaw, Ladislaus Vasa to Aleksander Ludwik Radziwilt, in: Archiwum Gléwne Akt Dawnych w Warszawie
(AGAD), Archiwum Radziwiltéw (AR), dz. III, mf. 84344, 1. 15.

7 Aleksander Ludwik Radziwill fell into disfavour with the king in 1646 when he started openly speaking against the ruler’s idea
of going to war with Turkey. Cf. Jaroszuk J. “Radziwilt Aleksander Ludwik (1594-1654)", in: Polski stownik biograficzny, t. 30,
Wroctaw, Warszawa, Krakow, Gdansk, 1987, s. 153. The Marshal of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania never regained the favour of
Ladislaus Vasa, which is why he tried to keep his distance, but carried out his duties as required.

8 27 Nov 1647, Warsaw, Ladislaus Vasa to Aleksander Ludwik Radziwill, in: AGAD, AR, dz. III, mf. 84344, 1. 17.

9 20 Oct 1646, Warsaw, Ladislaus Vasa to Aleksander Ludwik Radziwill, in: Biblioteka Ksigzat Czartoryskich w Krakowie (BCz),
b. 140 IV, 1. 327.

10  Tyla A. Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés izdas. XVI amzZiaus antroji pusé-XVII amzZiaus vidurys, Vilnius, 2012, p. 179-180.

11 31 Oct 1648, Warsaw, Ladislaus Vasa to Aleksander Ludwik Radziwitl, in: BCz, b. 142, 1. 37.

12 27 Nov 1647, Warsaw, Ladislaus Vasa to Kazimierz Lew Sapieha, in: Biblioteka Naukowa Polskiej Akademii Umiejetnosci i
Polskiej Akademii Nauk w Krakowie (Biblioteka Naukowa PAU i PAN), b. 349, 1. 17.
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had earlier requested that musicians'® and scores for certain compositions' be sent to
him. Preparations were underway in the capital for theatrical productions in honour of
the ruler’s arrival. To ensure his own and his guests’ comfort, Ladislaus Vasa sent furni-
ture as well as theatrical props for the planned productions from his castle in Warsaw
to Vilnius."”

A month later, Ladislaus Vasa called for his physician Maciej Vorbek-Lettow and
on December 28 instructed him on how to manage the reception of the French envoy in
Vilnius. A sum of 50,000 auksinas was allocated for the preparation. Since the courtier
was given only a portion of the sum (20,000 auksinas), the remainder was promised to
be sent later. Upon arrival in Grodno, Vorbek-Lettow was advised to ask the Deputy
Treasurer of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania Gedeon Michat Tryzna (Lith. Gedeonas My-
kolas Trizna) for assistance in greeting guests who were on their way to Vilnius. He was
supposed to relay to the message that the French envoy and his entourage should not
want for anything. The envoy himself was to be served exceptional culinary delights —
paté from Genoa, fresh fruit and many lemons, along with French and Rhine Valley
wine which must always be present on his table. In Vilnius, Vorbek-Lettow had to rein-
force the castle guard, prepare the stage for the theatrical productions, and to stock up
on provisions of food, wine, beer and mead. After receiving his orders, Vorbek-Lettow
departed Warsaw on December 30 and reached Vilnius on January 8. By February, as he
wrote in his memoirs, he was ready for the ruler’s arrival and the ceremonial reception
of the expected guests.'®

However, Ladislaus Vasas planned departure for Vilnius experienced delays. He
and the queen only left Warsaw in the beginning of February and reached Grodno in the
second half of that month. While still in Warsaw (February 3) the ruler wrote to the Depu-
ty Chancellor of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania Kazimierz Lew Sapieha that although they
had not changed their minds over the journey to Vilnius, yet “with a worsening of our
health, and keeping in mind the fact that a time and place had been set for the administra-
tive court cases related to Prussia to be heard. For these reasons, as well as the lack of im-
provement in our health, we have decided to spend a nice time in Grodno for a while, and
then preside over the court sessions. Only later on, God willing, we have decided to travel

to Vilnius, before Easter”. Ladislaus Vasa urged the deputy chancellor not to wait until he

13 As the wedding of Ladislaus Vasa and Marie Louise approached, the ruler asked Aleksander Ludwik Radziwilt to send
musicians and singers to the kapellmeister in Warsaw, so that they could rehearse with the other artists; 14 Sep 1645, Grodno,
Ladislaus Vasa to Aleksander Ludwik Radziwil, in: BCz, b. 139 TV, 1. 419. But because the singers sent by Aleksander Ludwik
Radziwilt arrived too late in Warsaw, their parts were given to other performers, and they were sent back to Lithuania; 8 Jan
1646, Warsaw, Ladislaus Vasa to Aleksander Ludwik Radziwill, in: BCz, b. 140 IV, 1. 7.

14 Knowing that the sheet music for Kalimach’s opera was in Kazimierz Lew Sapieha’s library, Ladislaus Vasa asked that it would
be sent to Warsaw, or that an appointed scribe would be allowed to make a copy; 10 July 1640, Ladislaus Vasa to Kazimierz Lew
Sapieha, in: Biblioteka Naukowa PAU i PAN, b. 348, 1. 59.

15 Zukowski J. “Arte et Marte. Wiletiskie bramy triumfalne Wiadystawa IV?, in: Chronicon Palatii Magnorum Ducum Lithuaniae,
vol. 2: MMXI, comparavit G. Striska, Vilnae, MMXI]I, p. 266.

16  Vorbek-Lettow M. Skarbnica pamigci. Pamigtnik lekarza kréla Wiladystawa IV, Wroctaw, 2006, s. 166-174.
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arrives in Vilnius, but asked him to come to Grodno to meet and introduce himself to the
ruler’s wife, Marie Louise.”” The Chancellor of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania Albrecht
Stanistaw Radziwilt also received an invitation from the ruler to come to Grodno.
Conditions for the royal court were rather cramped at Grodno. The royal fam-
ily did not hide their dissatisfaction about these bad conditions and urged the ruler to
go to Vilnius. In his memoirs, the Lithuanian Chancellor Albrecht Stanistaw Radziwilt
recounts that the king reacted negatively to such a suggestion (apparently for fear of his
health) and spoke about bad omens and memories of his first wife who died in Vilnius.'®
On his previous visit to Vilnius in 1644, his first wife Queen Cecilia Renata watched a
bear-dog fight in which one of the bears was badly injured and retreated into a corner.
When she went to inspect the injured bear, she in turn was badly injured by the bear and
nine days later gave birth to a stillborn infant prematurely, the queen died.** According to
Albrecht Stanistaw Radziwill, the king’s memories, his fears for his health, and the recent
death of his young son Casimir (Lith. Kazimieras) compounded the bad feelings that
forced the ruler to have doubts as to the final destination of his journey.?® But we should
keep in mind that Albrecht Stanistaw Radziwill’s memoirs not only record daily events
but include some of his own memories that could have been added at a later time when
the course of future events was already known, to give the account a didactic meaning.
It is also unclear whether or not the weather conditions may have been a factor
in the ruler’s decision. Albrecht Stanistaw Radziwilt mentions that the winter of 1648
was particularly cold, and the roads had become difficult to navigate due to the thaw
and sudden cold snap.? Meanwhile Maciej Vorbek-Lettow wrote that the snow did not
melt in Lithuania until April 5 and that the road to Vilnius on sleighs was very good.
After the extended winter, it appears the thaw came on suddenly and flowers started to
bloom.” Ladislaus Vasa remained in Grodno until March 6 and only then left for Vil-
nius. Although the ruler had planned to preside over the hearings of the court cases
from Prussia in Grodno, after deciding to leave for the Lithuanian capital, he transferred

all the planned trials to Vilnius.

In Vilnius

The magnates of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania hurried from Grodno to Vilnius

merely two days before Ladislaus Vasas planned departure, as they wanted to receive

17 2 Feb 1648, Warsaw, Ladislaus Vasa to Kazimierz Lew Sapieha, in: Biblioteka Naukowa PAU i PAN, b. 349, 1. 29.

18 Radziwilt A. S. Pamietnik, t. 3, s. 66-67.

19 Radziwilt A. S. Pamigtnik, t. 2, s. 397-399.

20 Radziwilt A. S. Pamietnik, t. 3, s. 68.

21 Ibid., s. 65-66.

22 Vorbek-Lettow M. Skarbnica pamigci, s. 174, 176.

23 “Lukiskiy pavasaris Sviesiausiyjy Didenybiy atvykimo proga suzydéjes... Vladislovui IV ir Liudvikai Marijai’, in: Kalby
varzybos. Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés valdovy ir didiky sveikinimai, parengé E. Ul¢inaité, Vilnius, 2010, p. 243.
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the ruler in an appropriate way. However on March 10, avoiding the official welcome
in front of the city, the king and queen entered Vilnius and received the magnates who
hurried to meet them in the palace the next day. After listening to the welcome speeches
and oaths of allegiance, Ladislaus Vasa went to St Casimir’s Chapel. Two days later (on
March 13) he quietly left for Riidninkai, and announced that he would return to Vilnius
from Trakai on March 19, again postponing the start of the Prussian court trials that
had been postponed earlier to March 14 in Grodno.* Ladislaus Vasa constantly changed
his plans, but on March 19 his own planned ceremonial entry into Vilnius with the
queen finally happened. It had been pushed back nine days, as those involved wanted to
prepare as well as possible.”® According to Albrecht Stanistaw Radziwlll, this particular
ceremonial reception for the ruler surpassed similar events organized in Krakow since
the coronation of Queen Marie Louise.?

On March 23, Ladislaus Vasa began the Prussian court trials, but in the end he
decided to transfer them to Warsaw. In early April, he gave permission to assemble the
Lithuanian Tribunal, which commenced on April 27. Field Hetman Janusz Radziwitt
was elected marshal of the Tribunal, and he made a grand speech before the king, in-
viting him to be his guest, presenting him with gifts such as an Arabian steed, and the
queen - an equipage of six Turkish horses. The feud between Janusz Radziwilt and the
Deputy Chancellor of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania Kazimierz Lew Sapieha and the
Bishop of Vilnius Abraham Wojna was at the centre of public attention. With the in-
volvement of the king and the mediation of other magnates, the feud was resolved.”
During Ladislaus Vasas stays there would normally be some disruptions to the public
order. The most memorable disruption this time was raised by his own courtiers. As in
previous times, the ruler decided to judge his subjects himself, rather than hand them
over to the Grand Duchy of Lithuania’s Grand Marshal for trial.?®

On Good Friday and the remaining days of Easter the ruler participated in all
the church ceremonies. While he was occupied with state affairs, Queen Marie Louise

24 Radziwilt A. S. Pamietnik, t. 3, s. 69-70.

25 Ladislaus Vasa’s ceremonial entry into Vilnius is described in detail in: Zukowski J. “Arte et Marte”, s. 266-269.

26 Radziwilt A. S. Pamietnik, t. 3, s. 70.

27 Theruler tried to end the feuding over inherited domains from the Dorohostajskis (Lith. Dorohostaiskiai) that had broken out
between the Deputy Chancellor of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania Kazimierz Lew Sapieha and Field Hetman Janusz Radziwitl.
The ruler managed to ease tensions for some time, but disagreements remained, that is why he ordered Lithuanian magnates to
act as intermediaries. Finally, after the ruler left Vilnius, Kazimierz Lew Sapieha and Janusz Radziwilt reconciled; Rachuba A.
“Kazimierz Leon Sapieha (1609-1656)", in: Polski stownik biograficzny, t. 35, Warszawa, Krakow, 1994, s. 33; 1 Jan 1648,
J. Radziwitl, K. Chodkiewicz, J. Hlebowicz to Kazimierz Lew Sapieha, in: AGAD, AR, dz. V, b. 69907, L. 12. The Field Hetman
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania had entered into a feud with the Vilnius Bishop Abraham Wojna over crosses that were
knocked down in his domains in Svédasai. The ruler’s intercession was also required here. The conflict was resolved when
Janusz Radziwill promised to allocate 6,000 auksinas towards the construction of the Svédasai Church, and allowed annual
Catholic Corpus Christi processions to be held in Kédainiai; Wasilewski T. “Radziwill Janusz h. Traby (1612-1655)”, in: Polski
stownik biograficzny, t. 30, Wroclaw, 1987, s. 210.

28 Radziwilt A. S. Pamietnik, t. 3, s. 70. In 1644, Ladislaus Vasa expressed his wish that in the event of any misdemeanours, his
courtiers would be judged by him personally; 9 March 1644, Rudninkai, Ladislaus Vasa to Kazimierz Lew Sapieha, in: BCz,
b. 1391V, 1. 37-38.
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visited all the Christian churches in Vilnius. On the first Thursday after Easter Sunday
(April 16) an opera was staged at the Vilnius Castle - the recitative comedy Circe delusa
(“Circe Frustrated”), and on April 25 a repeat performance was held.”

Not all of the most important events were documented in Albrecht Stanistaw
Radziwilt’s journal. There was a reason back in November of 1647 that before depart-
ing for Grodno the ruler sent his court official Jerzy Kazimierz Lokicki to Lithuania to
organize the royal court’s accommodation. Earlier, in 1633, before departing for Vil-
nius, Ladislaus Vasa had sent his commissary noble Jan Bojarkow to Lithuania to se-
lect locations where the royal court could be accommodated, warning the Marshal of
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania Jan Stanistaw Sapieha (Lith. Jonas Stanislovas Sapiega)
against interfering, and explaining that marshals only had the right to organize the ac-
commodation for magnates and gentry when the Sejm was in session. On 28 September
1641, Ladislaus Vasa had ordered the Vilnius magistrate and the king’s commissaries
to manage the accommodation procedure for both the ruler’s court and the deputies
of the Lithuanian Tribunal. In 1645, the king’s commissaries along with members from
the Vilnius magistrate divided the city into three parts (groups of blocks), so that the of-
ficials arriving to participate in the Tribunal and the magnates accompanying the king’s
court would stay with the same local residents not every but only every third year. From
this point onwards, magnates could only occupy half of a city resident’s dwelling, leav-
ing the other half for the owner. All of these conditions were confirmed by Ladislaus
Vasa on 16 March 1648 - thus concluding the commissaries’ and magistrate’s work.
This procedure was kept in place in Vilnius until the end of the 18th century.

The end of Ladislaus Vasa’s visit in the Lithuanian capital coincided with news
of growing disturbances in the south-eastern part of the Kingdom of Poland,* plus the
news that the French envoy would not arrive in time in Vilnius. Hearing this Ladislaus
Vasa ordered that all the supplies for the guests, that is all the food provisions that were
still in good condition due to the lingering winter, and all the wine, mead and beer,
should be sold. According to a member of his court, this proved successful.* It appears
that the secret to this success was the inflated cost of food products in the city once the
ruler and his court arrived, a typical problem recorded in sources already in the 16th
century.® Albrecht Stanistaw Radziwilt mentioned that due to the oversupply of food

products in the city, the marshals held a secret meeting and even threatened to seek

29  Trilupaitiené J. “Dramma per musica XVII a. pirmosios pusés Vilniuje’, in: Opera Lietuvos didziyjy kunigaiksc¢iy rimuose,
sud. J. Trilupaitiené, Vilnius, 2010, p. 52-53; Radziwitt A. S. Pamigtnik, t. 3, s. 72-73.

30  Glemza L. “Vilniaus miesto ir pilies rysiai XVI-XVIII amziuje’, in: Vilniaus Zemutiné pilis XIV a.-XIX a. pradZioje. 2005-2006 m.
tyrimai, sud. L. Glemza, Vilnius, 2007, p. 69-70.

31 March 1648, A. Kisiel to Ladislaus Vasa, in: BJ, b. 49, 1. 246-247.

32 Vorbek-Lettow M. Skarbnica pamigci, s. 176.

33 The price-inflation problems were covered in 1646 at the Vilnius sejmik; 13 Sep 1646, Instruction from the Vilnius sejmik to
Sejm delegates, in: BCz, b. 140 IV, 1. 233.
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justice during a Sejm.** Despite generously remunerating Maciej Vorbek-Lettow for his
efforts by giving him 400 auksinas more than was spent on purchasing all the food pro-
visions, having successfully resold the products the ruler was still short on funds to pay
his courtiers’ wages. At first he appealed to the Marshal of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania
Aleksander Ludwik Radziwilt,*® and later even to the Deputy Treasurer of the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania, Gedeon Michal Tryzna. The ruler demanded that his courtiers’
wages be paid by the Feast of St John (June 24) from the income earned from the Siauliai
and Alytus economic zones.* This shortfall however did not stop the ruler from allo-
cating 15,000 auksinas to St Casimir’s Chapel.”” This sum was borrowed, as later it was
mentioned amongst the other posthumous debts Ladislaus Vasa had amassed.*®

Death at Merkiné

On April 30, leaving the ill Queen Marie Louise in Vilnius, Ladislaus Vasa de-
parted the capital (via Trakai and Daugai)* and reached Merkiné on May 4, where he
was ceremoniously welcomed by the gentry. The forests around Merkiné were a favour-
ite hunting ground for Lithuania’s and Poland’s rulers. Nevertheless, this sudden jour-
ney to Merkiné could have also been associated with the ruler’s private life. In 1634,
Ladislaus Vasa made the acquaintance of Jadwiga Luszkowska, a resident of the city
of Lviv — she became the ruler’s mistress. Their relationship was widely known even
outside of the court.*® After the ruler’s marriage to Cecilia Renata of Austria, Jadwiga
was rushed into a marriage with a member of the court, Jan Wypyski. The dowry of the
ruler’s favourite was the Eldership of Merkiné, granted to her husband.”’ As Albrecht
Stanistaw Radziwill relates, later visions of the ruler’s favourite even haunted Cecilia
Renata.* In any case, whenever he was in Lithuania, the ruler never missed the oppor-
tunity to visit Merkiné. He stayed in May and June in 1639, allegedly due to a prolonged
illness, but in 1644, not even a week after the sudden death of his wife Cecilia Renata
(who, as Albrecht Stanistaw Radziwitt tells, he mourned very deeply), the ruler unex-
pectedly decided to bypass Trakai and travel to Merkiné from Vilnius.”* And he had no

34 Radziwill A. S. Pamietnik, t. 3,s. 71.

35 4 Apr 1648, Vilnius, Ladislaus Vasa to Aleksander Ludwik Radziwilt, in: BCz, b. 142, 1. 51.

36 16 Apr 1648, Gedeon Michal Tryzna to Aleksander Ludwik Radziwill, in: AGAD, AR, dz. V, b. 16464, L. 53. The ruler’s
musicians’ wages from the income generated from the Siauliai and Alytus economic zones were not paid until July; 8 July 1648,
Warsaw, Gedeon Michat Tryzna to Aleksander Ludwik Radziwill, in: ibid., 1. 58.

37 The money for the Vilnius capitula was allocated on May 2 (first it had to be brought from Grodno), but the capitula only
received it when the ruler had already died, on May 30; Kosciot zamkowy, czyli Katedra wiletiska. W jej dziejowym, liturgicznym,
architektonicznym i ekonomicznym rozwoju, t. 3: Streszczenie aktow kapituty wileriskiej, oprac. J. Kurczewski, Wilno, 1916,
s. 142,143,

38 Radziwilt A. S. Pamietnik, t. 3, s. 89.

39 Ibid.,s. 74.

40  Charles O. Dziennik podrézy do Polski 1635-1636, Gdansk, 2010, s. 183.

41 Ochmann-Staniszewska S. Dynastia Wazéw w Polsce, Warszawa, 2006, s. 138; Wisner H. Wiadystaw IV Waza, s. 151, 153.
42 Radziwilt A. S. Pamietnik, t. 2, s. 53, 139.

43 Ibid., s. 135, 400.
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intentions of leaving Merkiné, sending his orders to negotiators with Muscovy’s envoys
who had arrived in Lithuania.* Historical sources do not mention the ruler’s contacts
with Jadwiga Luszkowska during the last days of his life. Albrecht Stanistaw Radziwilt
explained that the ruler was forced to remain in Merkiné due to illness,* while Maciej
Vorbek-Lettow made mention of the ruler’s intentions to not stay in Merkiné very long
and to leave for Warsaw.*

The most comprehensive account of the events of May 4-21 in Merkiné comes
to us from Ladislaus Vasa’s death report.*” The ruler’s visit to Merkiné in May of 1648
started with a hunt, following which the ruler felt ill, and apologizing to his court, he
“made himself scarce”. In order to recover he followed his doctor’s advice and bathed in
a sauna a few times. Later, to reduce the pains in his chest, doctors gave him some medi-
cine. On May 8 the ruler complained of headaches and broke out into a fever. The ruler
felt worse, and the doctors failed to bring down his temperature, until finally he could
hardly speak at all. On his deathbed, Ladislaus Vasa was administered his last rights and
received Holy Communion. As a last resort, even the ruler’s medicines were blessed.
Ladislaus Vasa died on the night of May 20 (from Tuesday to Wednesday) at 2:20 a.m.

Witnesses to the ruler’s death included servants, doctors and several central
Lithuanian and Polish officials, some of whom had rushed to Merkiné when they found
out that the ruler’s life was in danger. The following officials were certainly at the king’s
deathbed: the Deputy Chancellor Kazimierz Lew Sapieha, the Deputy Treasurer Gedeon
Michat Tryzna, the Clerk Stanistaw Naruszewicz (Lith. Stanislovas Narusevi¢ius) and
the ruler’s Chamberlain Feliks Pac (Lith. Feliksas Pacas), who was the keeper of the key
to the chest in which Ladislaus Vasa kept his most important documents and will.*® The
Lithuanian Deputy Chancellor Kazimierz Lew Sapieha who was summoned by the ruler
himself arrived on May 16. At the request of the dying ruler he certified his will with the
seal of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and then hurried to inform Marshal Aleksander
Ludwik Radziwill.* The Deputy Treasurer Gedeon Michal Tryzna informed the Vilnius
capitula and, like Kazimierz Lew Sapieha, sent a letter to the Marshal of Lithuania Ale-
ksander Ludwik Radziwill, in which he not only briefly mentioned the ruler’s death but
also announced that after a discussion among the magnates of Poland and Lithuania, it
was decided to ask the marshal not to wait until St John’s Day, but to collect the taxes as

44 31 March 1644, Merkiné, Ladislaus Vasa to Kazimierz Lew Sapieha, in: Biblioteka Naukowa PAU i PAN, b. 348, 1. 130.

45 Radziwilt A. S. Pamigtnik, t. 3, s. 75.

46 Vorbek-Lettow M. Skarbnica pamieci, s. 177.

47 1648, Description of Ladislaus Vasa’s death in Merking, in: Biblioteka Naukowa PAU i PAN, b. 2254, 1. 100-103a. There are
more descriptions of the ruler’s death: 20 May 1648, J. Shonhof’s description of Ladislaus Vasa’s death in Merking, in: AGAD,
AR, dz.II, b. 1832, 1. 336; 24 May 1648, Description of Ladislaus Vasa’s death in Merkiné, addressed to John Casimir, in: BCz,
b. 142,1.91-101.

48 Vorbek-Lettow M. Skarbnica pamieci, s. 178.

49 20 May 1648, Kazimierz Lew Sapieha to Aleksander Ludwik Radziwill, in: AGAD, AR, dz. V, b. 69907, L. 8; Rachuba A.
“Kazimierz Leon Sapieha (1609-1656)" s. 33.
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quickly as possible from the Siauliai and Alytus economic zones. He explained that these
funds were needed without delay to suitably honour the deceased ruler and for other
related matters. He also admitted that there were no funds in the Lithuanian Treasury.*
The Clerk of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania Stanistaw Naruszewicz sent couriers with
news of the ruler’s death from Merkiné to the Archbishop of Gniezno, as well as to the
tribunals of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and the Kingdom of Poland who were meet-
ing there. News of Ladislaus Vasa’s passing had to reach Vilnius that same day, on May
20. In response, the Lithuanian Tribunal suspended its meetings but did not disband.”*

On the afternoon of May 21, in the presence of three doctors, a post-mortem
examination was conducted on the ruler’s body. The kidney stones that were removed
revealed the cause of death. The ruler’s heart and bowels were separated from his body.
After the autopsy Ladislaus Vasa’s body was embalmed in Merkiné. Even though later
on there were numerous accusations of doctors™ errors being to blame for hastening
the ruler’s death (this opinion was expressed in the memoirs of doctor Maciej Vorbek-
Lettow who participated in the autopsy),” Ladislaus Vasa was in poor health and doc-
tors were almost constantly at his side throughout the last decade of his life. Even in
1636 the ruler who was already ill could only be present at the grand opening ceremony
of St Casimir’s Chapel seated in a carry-chair.”® In 1638, he announced to the deputies
of the Tribunal of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania that having discussed the matter with
his doctors, he had decided not to travel to Vilnius as planned, explaining that “after the
successful end to the military campaigns and having defended the Commonwealth on
all fronts, we must nevertheless spend a large part of our lives living not in bountiful
health, and that, with our great sorrow, is a major inconvenience in the public affairs
that form part of our royal duties”* In 1648, during the journey to Vilnius the ruler’s
health would miraculously improve and then decline sharply, so news of his eventual
death should not have come as a great shock to the magnates.

On May 22, having been informed of the king’s death by the Deputy Treasurer
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania Gedeon Michal Tryzna and the Bishop of Chelm
Stanistaw Pstrokonski, the Vilnius capitula had silver candlesticks sent to Merkiné

from their own funds.>® Soon news of the ruler’s death reached Warsaw as well. On May

50 20 May 1648, Merkiné, Gedeon Michat Tryzna to Aleksander Ludwik Radziwilt, in: AGAD, AR, dz. V, b. 16464, 1. 56.

51 Wisner H. Jonusas Radvila (1612-1655), verté T. Bairadauskaité, Vilnius, 2000, p. 106; Radziwill A. S. Pamietnik, t. 3, s. 76.

52 There were accusations that the doctor Caspar Kraft administered medicine (nine pills of antimonii preaparati in egg yolk) not
from the ruler’s medical cabinet, but from an unknown local doctor, which is what led to the rising fever; Vorbek-Lettow M.
Skarbnica pamieci, s. 177. According to contemporaries, the reasons for his suddenly worsening health was Ladislaus Vasa’s
behaviour during the hunt in Merkiné, when having chased away the driver, the ruler took over the reigns and rapidly steered
the carriage over mounds, stones and protective strips; Rumbold z Polocka, “Zdrowie Wladyslawa IV’ in: Przeglgd historyczny,
1911, t. 13, nr 3, 5. 21-22.

53  For more on Ladislaus Vasa’s health, see: ibid., s. 1-20.

54 5 Aug 1638, Warsaw, Ladislaus Vasa to the deputies of the Tribunal of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, in: Biblioteka Publiczna
w Kérniku, b. 346, 1. 51-52.

55  Kosciot zamkowy, czyli Katedra wiletiska, t. 3, s. 143.
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24, the younger brother of Ladislaus Vasa, the Bishop of Plotsk Karol Ferdynand, who
had remained in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, sent a letter to the Lithuanian
Deputy Chancellor Kazimierz Jan Sapieha (Lith. Kazimieras Jonas Sapie-ga) who was
keeping vigil beside the ruler’s remains. The ruler’s brother planned to arrive himself
to pay his last respects to the deceased, but only when his own health would improve,
and as there were no marshals present in Merkiné as far as he was aware, Karol Fer-
dynand asked the deputy chancellor to take appropriate care of the ruler’s remains.*
In a letter sent the following day to Kazimierz Lew Sapieha, Karol Ferdynand wrote:
“we had already decided how to expediently set off on the road to Merkiné, but since
their Graces the Senators who are presently in Warsaw decided otherwise, we must
remain here”. The deceased’s brother explained that Poland’s senators had decided that
the ruler’s “body should be accompanied to Grodno as soon as possible”, informing
that they had dispatched a “funeral apparatus”, and that the prince himself would be
setting off on Wednesday, and expressed their faith that in the absence of marshals,
Kazimierz Lew Sapieha would handle any arising problems adequately, mind the de-
ceased and keep order.” Kazimierz Lew Sapieha was undoubtedly suited to carry out
these duties, since before being appointed deputy chancellor (1645) he served as the
Court Marshal of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, and had participated in the funeral
procession from Warsaw to Krakow in 1633 when the remains of the ruler Sigismund
Vasa (Lith. Zygimantas Vaza) and his wife, Queen Constance (Lith. Konstancija),
were being transferred.”® It was not only state affairs that prevented Karol Ferdynand
from setting off for Merkiné, but also the idea of presenting his candidacy to the post
of the ruler of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. At that time his elder brother
John Casimir (Lith. Jonas Kazimieras) was in Vienna - having heard of the eldest
brother’s death, John Casimir immediately departed for the Polish-Lithuanian Com-
monwealth.” The content of his letter written to Kazimierz Lew Sapieha while travel-
ling to Merkiné was not limited to orders or expressions of trust in the competency of
the Lithuanian Deputy Chancellor, but quite obviously reflected his political aims -
namely, the cautious search for supporters of his candidacy to the throne.®® Later on,
Karol Ferdynand rather straightforwardly expressed to Kazimierz Lew Sapieha his
decision to attempt to claim the ruler’s post.®® Even though there was little mention
of any political aims in Karol Ferdynand’s letters addressed to Kazimierz Lew Sapieha
in May, as soon as the latter found out about his eldest brother’s death he also started

56 24 May 1648, Warsaw, Karol Ferdynand to Kazimierz Lew Sapieha, in: Biblioteka Naukowa PAU i PAN, b. 349, 1. 38.

57 25 May 1648, Warsaw, Karol Ferdynand to Kazimierz Lew Sapieha, in: ibid., 1. 40.
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59  Wojcik Z. Jan Kazimierz Waza, Wroclaw, Warszawa, Krakow, 1997, s. 44.

60 26 (?) May 1648, Merzaschlogen, John Casimir to Kazimierz Lew Sapieha, in: Biblioteka Naukowa PAU i PAN, b. 349, 1. 42.
61 3 June 1648, Warsaw, Karol Ferdynand to Kazimierz Lew Sapieha, in: ibid., b. 349, 1. 44.
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searching for supporters in his struggle for the seat of power.®> A political battle be-
tween the brothers ensued. It lasted until November.%® At the end of June, Kazimi-
erz Lew Sapieha stridently stood on Karol Ferdynand’s side,* before later joining the
camp of John Casimir’s supporters.*

Already in the letters from the Clerk Stanistaw Naruszewicz addressed to the
Bishop of Gniezno and the Polish and Lithuanian courts of justice in which he informed
them of Ladislaus Vasa’s death, the author asked if it wouldn’t be better to transport the
body to Grodno.* Nevertheless, preparations were underway to transport Ladislaus Va-
sas body to the Kingdom of Poland. On May 23, Kazimierz Lew Sapieha awaited orders
from the Grand Marshal of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania Aleksander Ludwik Radziwitt
regarding preparations for transporting the ruler’s body “towards the borders of the
Kingdom of Poland”*” At first he said that he would try to reach Merkiné himself,*® but
in the end the grand marshal sent a delayed response explaining that due to his severely
ill wife’s health, he would not be able to come and to accompany the ruler’s body “to-
wards the borders of the Kingdom of Poland”** These plans to transport the deceased’s
body to Poland were most likely amended by circumstances due to which the deceased’s
brother Karol Ferdynand could not come to Merkiné. This is when he and the senators
recalled the suggestion made by Stanistaw Naruszewicz to transfer Ladislaus Vasas body
to Grodno.

Lithuania’s magnates readied themselves for the interregnum and the procedures
associated with it. While negotiations were underway between Lithuania’s and Poland’s
magnates, disagreements arose over the final resting place of the ruler’s body. On May
27, accompanied by members of the nobility, the Voivode of Trakai Mikotaj Abramo-
wicz (Lith. Mikalojus Abramavicius) and the Field Hetman of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania Janusz Radziwilt arrived in Merkiné. They participated in a secret discussion
between Lithuania’s and Poland’s magnates. The main questions concerned the interreg-
num, matters of state defence and the rising threats from the rebellious Cossack army.
In addition, as claimed by Henryk Wisner, Janusz Radziwill raised the idea of leaving
the ruler’s heart in Vilnius, which received the firm approval of Lithuania’s magnates.
The militant Voivode of Trakai Mikotaj Abramowicz who distinguished himself in the
campaigns of the Livonian War suggested keeping the ruler’s remains in Lithuania, by
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force if necessary. This idea was opposed by the deceased king’s confessor, the Bishop of
Chelm Stanistaw Pstrokonski, who was also present at the discussion,” and whom Ladi-
slaus Vasa had appointed as the primary actuary of his will, giving the bishop his and
his father’, Sigismund Vasa’s, wills.”* According to H. Wisner, if Mikotaj Abramowicz’s
idea would have been realized, this would have brought the two capitals of Poland and
Lithuania on an even footing in terms of importance - Vilnius too would have become
a necropolis for the state’s common rulers.”> Mikotaj Abramowicz’s idea can also be seen
as a manifestation of Lithuanian independence, which carried not just a symbolic but
also a political significance. And this was not a new idea. In the 16th-17th centuries,
three common rulers of Poland and Lithuania died within Lithuania’s territory, and
whose bodies the Lithuanian magnates had no desire to hand over to Krakow’s Wawel
Castle. In 1506, after the death of Alexander Jagiellon (Lith. Aleksandras Jogailaitis) in
Vilnius, the Lithuanian magnates decided to bury the deceased’s body in the Vilnius Ca-
thedral, despite this being against his wishes as outlined in his will.”? In 1586, the body
of Stephen Bathory (Lith. Steponas Batoras) who died in Grodno was preliminarily laid
out in Vilnius and kept there until Sigismund Vasa who was elected the King of Poland
confirmed the Third Statute of Lithuania in 1588, and in return Lithuania’s magnates
acknowledged him as the Grand Duke of Lithuania.” So the feud between Lithuania’s
and Poland’s magnates over the body of Ladislaus Vasa should be viewed as a continu-
ing attempt on the part of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania’s magnates to have the bodies
of their deceased rulers laid to final rest at their shrine, the Vilnius Cathedral. Holding
the ruler’s body hostage may also have been a way for Lithuania’s magnates to gain po-
litical dividends or more leverage in their struggle against the Poles for more rights for
Lithuania in the union with Poland.

The ruler’s body remained in Merkiné until at least June 6.”> On around June 10
the sombre funeral procession reached Grodno. The Court Marshal of the Grand Duchy
of Lithuania Antoni Jan Tyszkiewicz (Lith. Antanas Jonas Tiskevicius) recalled the ear-
lier idea of keeping the body of Ladislaus Vasa in Grodno. He believed that the remains
would remain there until the election for the new ruler of the Polish-Lithuanian Com-

70 Wisner H. Jonusas Radvila, p. 107-108. The following day (May 28), Janusz Radziwill was already in Vilnius; 28 May 1648,
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monwealth, and also did not dismiss the possibility that “later perhaps we might be
able to convince [them] that the king’s remains [should stay] in Vilnius [St Casimir’s]
Chapel”’® This kind of attitude amongst the magnates of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania
could have hastened sending Ladislaus Vasa’s body out of Grodno. On June 11, Warsaw’s
handwritten newspaper informed readers that the ruler’s remains and Queen Marie
Louise were in Grodno, and that the expenses for the funeral rites and the care of the
deceased’s body would be charged to “the Lithuanian treasury until the next estates’
[i.e. the Sejm’s] decision™”” A similar procedure took place after Stephen Bathory’s death
as well.”® Nevertheless, the funeral procession soon left Grodno and by June 24 had
already reached Warsaw. This indicates that plans were changed quickly to move things
along. Originally, the plan was to have the ruler’s body lay in rest in Grodno at least from
May 25 until June 11. The Convocational Sejm was only to begin in Warsaw on July 16.7”

Lithuania’s magnates accompanied the ruler’s remains to Warsaw. They included
the Deputy Chancellor of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania Kazimierz Lew Sapieha,* the
Deputy Treasurer Gedeon Michal Tryzna (who carried the ruler’s insignia) and Court
Marshal Antoni Jan Tyszkiewicz, who had proposed keeping Ladislaus Vasa’s body in
Lithuania. They also participated in the funeral ceremony together with Prince Karol
Ferdynand and the Kingdom’s senators. Court Marshal Antoni Jan Tyszkiewicz, together
with his counterpart from the Kingdom of Poland, kept order.®! Only six months later —
on 29 December 1648 — was the ruler’s body transported from Warsaw to Krakow, and
on 15 January 1649 it was ceremoniously buried at the Wawel Cathedral. Ladislaus
Vasa’s funeral was held immediately before his brother’s, John Casimir Vasa’s, corona-
tion ceremony.*

On June 5, the Vilnius capitula had ordered the prelate Jan Karol Dowgialto
Zawisza (Lith. Jonas Karolis Daugéla Zavi$a) and canon Jerzy Wottowicz (Lith. Jurgis
Valavicius) to accompany Ladislaus Vasa’s body from Merkiné to Grodno. Having
returned to Vilnius from Grodno on June 19, prelate Jan Karol Dowgialto Zawisza®
declared that “carrying out the will of the senators who were present by the king’s
body in Merkiné, the king’s heart and bowels had been brought to Vilnius”?* Thus,
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agreement between Poland’s and Lithuania’s magnates over the burial of Ladislaus
Vasa’s heart in Vilnius had already been reached in Merkiné. This agreement may
have been a compromise. Fearing that the Lithuanians would bury the ruler’s body in
Lithuania, the Poles let them take his heart and internal organs to Vilnius. Once the
decision was made to transport the ruler’s remains from Grodno to Warsaw, prelate
Jan Karol Dowgiallo Zawisza left Grodno with Ladislaus Vasa’s heart and internal
organs and returned to Vilnius.

That day (June 19), the capitula began preliminary discussions with Vilnius
Bishop Abraham Wojna about a ceremonial burial of the ruler’s internal organs in St
Casimir’s Chapel. On June 26, the Vilnius Bishop went to the capitula’s meeting and
directed that Ladislaus Vasa’s heart be appropriately buried at St Casimir’s Chapel.® It
is thought that on Sunday June 28, following High Mass, he placed the ruler’s heart and
bowels in the crypt below St Casimir’s Chapel in Vilnius St Stanislaus’s Cathedral.®

Without having read the last wills and testaments of Ladislaus Vasa®” in which
his desires relating to his burial are expressed, we cannot assuredly state that the de-
termination of the Lithuania’s magnates in Merkiné to bury the ruler’s heart in St
Casimir’s Chapel was completely out of line with the ruler’s own wishes. Nevertheless,
the words of Jan Karol Dowgiallo Zawisza recorded in the Vilnius capitula’s protocol
that he brought the ruler’s heart to Vilnius “at the will of the senators” demonstrates
the exceptional importance of the magnates’ meeting in Merkiné on May 27 (perhaps
there were even more meetings). Debates between the magnates of Lithuania and
Poland over the place of burial also show that at least one side had no intention of
following the instructions as outlined in the will to the letter. As was the case with
Alexander Jagiellon, and now with Ladislaus Vasa, for at least some of the magnates
the desires of the ruler as expressed in his own will regarding his final place of rest
were not the most important factor. Ladislaus Vasa’s father Sigismund Vasa in his
will, which Ladislaus kept next to his, stipulated that: “We wish that our deceased
body be buried at Krakow Castle, in the chapel of St Stanislaus’s Cathedral, which we
are constructing for ourselves, our luminous wives, and our descendents”® The son

would not have gone against his father’s wishes. This is confirmed by the contents of

85  Kosciét zamkowy, czyli Katedra wiletiska, t. 3, s. 143.

86  Zahorski W. Katedra Wiletiska, Wilno, 1904, s. 37, 145.

87  Researchers have failed to locate the wills of Ladislaus Vasa, Queen Constance and Cecilia Renata, which would be of great use in
this investigation. Documents testifying to Ladislaus Vasa's posthumous wishes were read in the Sejm Hall (22 July 1648). Their
contents were recounted by Albrecht Stanistaw Radziwitt. According to him, there were three documents: the first was found prior
to the death of the ruler’s son, Casimir (before 9 Jan 1647), the second was found after the latter’s death (dated 20 June 1647), and
the third - right before the ruler’s death (before 20 May 1648). The last will (the third one), which was certified with the seal of the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania in Merkiné by the Deputy Chancellor Kazimierz Lew Sapieha, had four enactors: the Bishop of Chetm
Stanistaw Pstrokonski and the Lithuanian Deputy Chancellor himself who were in Merkiné right up until the ruler’s death, as well
as the Bishop of Poznan and the Chancellor of the Kingdom of Poland; Radziwilt A. S. Pamietnik, t. 3, s. 88-89.

88 “Testament Zygmunta Wazy z 1623 roku’, in: Testamenty Zygmunta III Wazy, opr. W. Koczorowski, B. Koczorowska,
M. Koczorowska, Opole, 2013, s. 100.
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the deceased ruler’s will, which was read aloud in the Sejm Hall by Albrecht Stanistaw
Radziwill. There is a record in Albrecht Stanistaw Radziwil’s diary that Ladislaus Vasa
in his testament wished his body to be buried in Krakow and asked the Common-
wealth to cover the funeral’s expenses.®

Summarizing the circumstances of the burial of Ladislaus Vasa’s heart in Vilnius,
we should take note that this custom reached Poland and Lithuania in the first half of
the 17th century. In 1631, the heart of Sigismund Vasa’s wife, Constance, was buried
in the Jesuit church in Warsaw, and in 1644 this was also the final place of rest for the
heart of Cecilia Renata, Ladislaus Vasa’s first wife.”® The queens’ bodies were buried
in Krakow’s Wawel Cathedral. Ladislaus Vasa’s second wife Marie Louise followed this
tradition. She expressed the desire to have her body buried in Wawel Cathedral next to
her deceased first husband, Ladislaus Vasa (her second husband was his brother, John
Casimir Vasa), while she wished that her heart be buried in the church of the Order of
the Visitation convent in Warsaw.”!

In 1668, John Casimir Vasa abdicated the Polish-Lithuanian throne and re-
turned to France, where he joined the Jesuits and became abbot of the Abbey of Saint-
Germain-des-Prés. After his death in 1672, his heart was interred in the Abbey while
his body was taken to the Jesuit church in Nevers. It remained there until 1675, when
it was transported to Wawel Cathedral. His heart stayed in the French monastery.”
These facts allow us to suggest that the tradition which emerged during the period
of the Vasa (Lith. Vazos) dynasty, and later in the 18th century, influenced the forms
of burial by the gentry of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania.”® However burial of the
heart separate from the body could have been done not necessarily in line with the
deceased’s will,”* and besides, the first heart burials were done by the Habsburgs. The
remains of Queen Constance and the body of her husband Sigismund Vasa were cere-
moniously accompanied from Warsaw to Krakow in 1633 where they were buried in
the Wawel Cathedral. Unlike the case of the queen, the king’s heart was buried togeth-
er with his body. This prompts the question of whether the burial of Ladislaus Vasa’s
heart could be called a dynastic tradition. Other questions arise, but apparently not
just in this story, from a mysterious allusion made in the journal of Albrecht Stanistaw
Radziwill that on July 22, in the Sejm Hall, despite the demands of the envoys, the

89 Radziwilt A. S. Pamigtnik, t. 3, s. 89.

90  Paknys M. Mirtis LDK kultiiroje XVI-XVII a., Vilnius, 2008, p. 107. For more on the traditions of burying European monarchs’
hearts, see: Bertelli S. The King’s Body. Sacred Rituals of Power in Medieval and Early Modern Europe, Pennsylvania, 2001,
p.31-34,

91 Wojcik Z. Jan Kazimierz Waza, s. 193.

92 Ibid.,s.214.

93  Paknys M. Mirtis LDK kultiiroje, p. 108-109.

94  For example, the first wife of Sigismund Vasa Anne of Austria (Lith. Ona Habsburgaité) expressed in her will that she wished
to be buried in Krakow, however she left the decisions regarding all the funeral-related ceremonies to her husband, as he
“knew how to act appropriately in line with our circumstances and origins’, see: “Testament Anny Habsburzanki z 1594 roku”,
in: Testamenty Zygmunta Wazy, s. 131.
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third will of Ladislaus Vasa that was confirmed in Merkiné with the seal of the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania by Chancellor Kazimierz Jan Sapieha was “because of some royal
family secrets” not read at all.”

In summary

Ladislaus Vasa’s last journey to Lithuania and his death coincided with tragic
events which contributed to the decline of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. Al-
though Ladislaus Vasa paid considerable attention to relations between the Uniate and
Orthodox churches during his reign, trying to bring them under some sort of legal
norms that were usually to the Orthodox Church’s favour, in the south-eastern lands
of the Kingdom of Poland social, national and ethnic tensions increased between the
Polish nobility and local peasantry and the free soldiers, the Cossacks. Several rebellions
occurred in the 1630s, and all of them were quelled. Nevertheless the problems were left
unresolved, new tensions were rising, and their commencement coincided with Ladis-
laus Vasa’s last journey to Lithuania and his eventual death. In the middle and second
half of May, in battles near the Yellow Waters and Korsun, the Polish army suffered
extensive defeats and soon the first Cossack units commanded by Col. Piotr Glowacki
appeared within the territory of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. Lithuania’s magnates
managed to organize a discussion in face of the rising threats and called a convocation.*
In the Vilnius Convocation act they noted that the purpose of their assembly was that
the state was in danger following the ruler’s death.”

The rebellious Cossacks were the last ones to find out about the ruler’s death, as
they were still sending messengers with their letters to him in Warsaw in late June.”® At
around the same time the French envoy Louis d’Arpajon and his entourage also finally
reached Warsaw, when the body of the deceased Ladislaus Vasa had already been bur-
ied.” The Order of the Holy Spirit was later granted to the French-backed kings of Po-
land and grand dukes of Lithuania, John Sobieski (Lith. Jonas Sobieskis) and Stanistaw
Leszczynski (Lith. Stanislovas Les¢inskis).

The author of the second history of Vilnius Jézef Ignacy Kraszewski, already
knowing what had happened after the ruler’s death, described the reign of Ladislaus
Vasa in this way: he began by saying that “During no other ruler’s years of reign had
so many medals been minted as there were during his reign, nor so many panegy-

rics printed, nor so many grand ceremonies, receptions or triumphs celebrated ..” And
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concluded by characterizing the circumstances under which the ruler of Lithuania and
Poland had to work: “all the juices of evil were already flowing freely and wildly”.!®
H. Wisner explained that the detrimental losses suffered by the Polish army in May,
1648 against the rebelling Cossacks did not leave a great impression on contemporaries.
The losses were then explained away as the Polish army’s unreadiness for war and its
leadership’s incompetency.' And in sorrowful lines, as if sensing the imminent turmoil
in the state, the author reveals his apprehensions: “along with our glorious king, every-

thing is dying around us”*%
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